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REPORT. 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

Baltimore,  January  i,  1903. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore: 

Gentlemen:  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1902,  explains 
fully  the  operations  of  the  Department  during  this  period. 

The  Appropriation  being  as  follows:  Salaries,  $374,380.00; 
expenses,  $103,350.00;  salaries  and  equipment  No.  23  Engine 
Company,  $18,300.00;  of  which  amount  there  has  been 
expended  on  account  of  salaries,  $374,302.21;  expenses, 
$103,346.93;  salaries  and  equipment  No.  23  Engine  Com- 
pany, $18,277.74. 

The  record  for  1902  shows  1,547  alarms  of  all  kinds — an 
increase  of  49  over  last  year. 

The  total  losses  for  the  year,  (December  estimated), 
$670,614.71,  showing  a  decrease  over  the  preceding  year  of 
$828,889.64,  which  is  surely  a  record  to  be  proud  of. 

The  Department  is  in  admirable  condition,  the  apparatus 
being  of  the  highest  standard,  the  discipline  unexcelled. 

The  quarters  of  No.  22  Engine  Company,  Patuxent  and 
O'Donnell  streets,  Canton,  were  formally  turned  over  to 
this  Department  by  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  through  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  on  June  23d,  1902,  and  has  since  proven 
of  inestimable  value  for  the  protection  of  this  part  of  the 
city. 
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No.  23  Engine  Company  was  placed  in  service  on  October 
1,  1902,  but  owing  to  the  house  being  incompleted  the  mem- 
bers of  the  company  have  been  distributed  among  the  down- 
town companies  of  the  Department,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
their  regular  quarters  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  on  or  about 
May  1,  1903. 

No  24  Engine  Company  will  be  placed  in  active  service  on 
or  about  July  1  in  the  vicinity  of  Patterson  Park  avenue  and 
Orleans  street;  also  No.  25  Engine  Company,  at  the  corner 
of  McCulloh  and  Gold  streets,  on  or  about  the  same  date. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  the 
houses  have  been  renovated  and  several  have  been  rebuilt, 
the  work  being  done  in  an  artistic  and  thoroughly  workman- 
like manner  and  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation. 

The  reports  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  Superintendent  of 
Telegraph,  covering  the  work  in  their  respective  branches, 
are  submitted  herewith.  The  recommendations  as  set  forth 
therein  meet  with  the  hearty  approval  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  notes  with  pleasure  the  increase  granted  by 
the  Board  of  Estimates  and  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  in 
the  salaries  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  Secretary. 

The  Board  desires  to  most  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Department 
be  increased  in  accordance  with  those  paid  in  other  large 
cities  of  similar  size,  as  by  comparison  this  Department  is 
certainly  away  behind  in  salaries  allowed  these  faithful 
public  servants. 

The  Board  desires  to  especially  renew  their  former 
recommendations  in  regard  to  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Telegraph,  Telegraph  Operators  and 
Probationers. 

The  expenditures  for  the  past  year  are  set  forth  in  detail 
in  the  tables  submitted  with  this  report. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  showing  expen- 
ditures for  the  past  six  years: 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
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Year. 


Companies  in  Service. 


Salaries. 


Expenses. 


1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 


84 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 


$318,982  91 
.'540, 169  84 
366,561  05 
363,769  61 
362,80,8  28 
:;74,:502  21 


$113,863  38 

135,830  02 

124,968  70 

99,403  76 

110,681  00 

103,346  93 


In  connection  with  the  above,  there  was  expended  in  1901, 
#18,064.26  for  the  salaries  and  equipment  of  No.  22  Engine 
Company;  also  in  1902,  #18,277.74  for  the  salaries  and 
equipment  of  No.  23  Engine  Company,  which  were  special 
appropriations. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Chief  Engineer,  Superin- 
tendent of  Telegraph,  the  clerical  force,  and  officers  and 
members  of  the  Department  generally,  the  Board  is 
indebted  for  their  untiring  devotion  to  the  best  interest  of 
the  service  at  any  and  all  times. 


Respectfully, 


A.  Roszel  Cathcart, 

President. 


John  H.  Sirich, 
Edward  M.  Parrish. 
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ESTIMATE  FOR  1903. 

Salaries   $380, 5G0 

Apparatus   $  6,000  00 

Apparatus  repairs   12,000  00 

Accident   3,000  00 

Feed   23,000  00 

Fuel   6,000  00 

Furniture   1,500  00 

Harness   1,250  00 

Horse-shoeing   5,300  00 

Ho.se   4,000  00 

Horses   4,000  00 

Wharf  rent   600  00 

Electricity  and  gas   2,500  00 

Insurance     2,50o  00 

Wa-hing   3,500  00 

Sick   4,600  00 

Pensioners   11,000  00 

Fire-alarm  telegraph  department   6,000  00 

Cable  for  subways   3,000  00 

Fire-alarm  boxes   660  00 

Office  expenses   1,000  00 

Miscellaneous   6,500  00 

Store-room   6,500  00 

  §114,410  00 

Equipment,  No.  24  Engine  Company   15,000  00 

Salaries,  No.  24  Engine  Company   5,300  00 

Equipment  and  salaries,  No. 25  Engine  Company.  18,580  00 


$539,850  00 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Amount  appropriated  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  out  of  the  general 
levy,  1902  : 

Department  salaries  and  expenses   $477,730  00 

No.  23  Engine  Company   18,300  00 

  §496,030  00 

Amount  drawn  from  the  City  Comptroller  as  follows  : 

Department  salaries  and  expenses   §477,649  14 

No.  23  Engine  Company   18,277  74 

  495,926  88 


§      103  12 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT. 
Amount  drawn  from  the  City  Comptroller  account  general 

appropriation   $495, 92G  88 

Amount  received  from  sale  of  old  material   1,487  30 

$497,414  18 


Expenditure  account  department   $495,920  88 

Amount  paid  City  Comptroller   1,487  30 

$497,414  18 


EXPENDITURES— 1902. 


Salaries   $374,302  21 

Apparatus   $1,632  50 

Apparatus  repairs   6,569  51 

Accident   2,647  42 

Feed   23,022  88 

Fuel   6,022  64 

Furniture   3,685  59 

Harness   694  93 

Horse-shoeing   5,001  65 

Hose   5,315  75 

Horses   3,667  50 

Wharf  rent   600  00 

Electricity  and  gas   1,788  17 

Office  expenses    681  97 

Insurance   2,360  00 

Miscellaneous   8,345  54 

Washing    3,181  00 

Pensioners   9,950  66 

Sick   4,217  84 

Fire-alarm  telegraph   7,865  89 

Store  room   5,215  49 

Telephones  

Fire-alarm  hoxes   880  00 

Equipment  and  salaries  No.  23  Engine  Company  18,277  74     121,624  67 


$495,926  88 


to 


REPORT  OF  THE 


COMPANY  EXPENDITURES- 1902. 

No.    1  Engine  Company   $12,210  92 

14     2       44           "    12,591  41 

"     3       "           "    12,710  57 

"     4       "            "    13,274  24 

"     5       »•           "    11,911  64 

»'     6       "           44    12,997  15 

41     7       "           "    12,769  01 

"     8       4  4           44    11,83  7  53 

44     9       4  4           44    12  ,  2  1  3  6  7 

"    10       4  4           44    12,  721  59 

44    11       44           44    11  ,729  67 

44    1  2       14           44    12,  68  2  79 

44    13       44           44    12,903  64 

44    14       44           44    1  1,288  22 

44    1  5       4  4           44    25  ,  70  0  39 

44    1  6       44  .          44    13  ,  93  0  81 

44    17       44           44    12,  171  60 

44    18       44           44    13,085  04 

44    19       44           44    11  ,640  22 

44  2  0       4  4           44    12,107  1  2 

44    21       44           44    11,899  07 

44    2  2       4  4           44    12,  05  2  06 

44    2  3       4  4           44    18,  27  7  74 

1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company   11,69134 

4  4     2       4  4             4  4            44    11,566  42 

4  4     3       4  4             "           44    11,499  76 

44     4       44             44           44    13,397  23 

44     5       44            44           44         .    11,578  00 

44     6       44             44           44    12,531  31 

44     7       44             44           44    5,330  62 

44     8       44             44           44    5,1  71  81 

44     9       44             44           44    4,701  34 

44    10       11             44           "    13,148  31 

44    11       44             44           44    12,633  22 

1  Chemical  Engine  Company    3,209  23 

44     2       "             44           44    2,935  70 

44     3       "            44           44    3,09  5  29 

Commissioners   3,000  00 

Officers'  salaries   15,506  48 

Fire-alarm  Telegraph  Department   26,546  70 

Miscellaneous   3,700  73 

Office  Expenses   680  16 

Pensioners   9,950  66 

Store-room   6,079  49 

Reserve   3,266  98 

$495,926  88 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Recapitulation. 


Account. 

Appropriation. 

Expenditures. 

No.  23  Engine  Co  

$477,730  00 
18,300  00 

$477,649  14 
18,277  74 

$80  86 
22  26 

Ralanr.p  undrawn 

$103  12 

Revenue. 

Sale  of  old  material  


$1,487  30 


REPORT 


— OF  THE — 


Chief  Engineer 


Report. 


Office  of  the  Chief  Engineer, 
Baltimore,  January  i, 


1903. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the 
annual  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  it  being  the  Forty- 
fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  paid  Department. 


The  number  of  alarms  and  fires  attended  were  as  follows  : 
Box  alarms,  984;  silent  or  verbal  alarms,  435  ;  also  special 
alarms,  which  were  fires  extinguished  by  others  than  mem- 
bers of  the  Department,  but  inspected  by  members  of  the 
Department  to  see  that  they  had  been  entirely  extinguished, 
128  ;  making  a  total  of  1,547  alarms  and  fires  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  Department  had  been  called. 

As  compared  with  1901,  there  was  an  increase  of  49 
alarms. 

The  fires  for  the  year  are  classified  as  follows  :  In  brick, 
stone  or  iron  buildings,  1,260;  in  wooden  buildings,  143; 
fires  in  other  than  buildings,  73;  false  alarms,  71  ;  making 
a  total  of  1,547. 


fires. 


LOSSES   FOR  1902. 


January  

February   

March  

April  

May  

June  

July  

August  

September  

October  

November  (Estimated) 
December  (Estimated). 


$46,505  78 
39,209  17 
65,579  99 
51,485  69 
8,961  15 
18,682  02 
36,905  94 
14,922  67 
59,211  80 
77,462  83 

187,188  28 
64,499  29 


$670,614  61 
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REPORT   OF  THE 


APPARATUS. 

The  condition  of  apparatus  in  service  is  of  the  best. 
Necessary  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  made  and  a 
number  of  engines,  hose  wagons,  trucks  and  officers'  wagons 
have  been  repaired  and  painted,  and  eight  trucks  have  been 
equipped  with  the  "Browder  life-saving  nets." 

APPARATUS  IN  SERVICE. 

Twenty-two  steam  fire  engines,  twenty-two  combination 
hose  wagons  (chemical  engine  and  hose  wagon),  eighteen 
hose  carriages,  one  water  tower,  one  fire  boat,  eight  Hayes 
atrial  trucks,  three  combination  trucks  (combination  engine 
and  truck,)  one  bank  ladder  truck,  two  chemical  engines, 
seven  Concord  wagons  (used  by  officers),  one  wagon  for  use 
of  Superintendent  of  Machinery,  three  wagons  used  by  line- 
men of  the  Telegraph  Department,  one  large  wagon  for  use 
of  the  construction  work  of  Telegraph  Department,  and 
three  carriages  for  use  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
and  Superintendent  of  Telegraph. 

APPARATUS  IN  RESERVE. 

Six  steam  fire  engines,  two  Hayes  trucks,  one  water  tower, 
two  combination  hose  wagons,  four  Concord  wagons,  five 
chemical  engines  and  one  truck  for  moving  disabled  appa- 
ratus. 

APPARATUS  PLACED   IN   SERVICE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

First  size  LaFrance  engine  placed  in  service  at  No.  10 
Engine  Company  quarters  January  20,  1902. 

HORSES. 

There  is  at  present  a  total  of  190  horses  in  the  service  of 
the  Department.  Of  this  number  157  are  assigned  to  the 
several  companies,  21  assigned  for  the  use  of  the  officers 
and  Fire  Alarm  Department,  and  12  are  held  in  reserve. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
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Twenty-four  horses  have  been  purchased  during  the  year. 
Seventeen  horses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  service;  three 
died  from  sickness.  One  hundred  and  sixty-three  cases  of 
sickness  and  injury,  covering  a  period  of  2,290^  days'  treat- 
ment, were  received  at  hospital. 

FIRE  HYDRANTS. 

During-  the  year  31  fire  hydrants  were  erected,  making- 
total  number  of  hydrants  in  service  2,703. 


REPORT   OF  THE 


GEORGE  J.  LINSENMEYER 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  MACHINERY 


Died  February  25th,  1902 


Had  been  an  active  member  ot 
the  Department  for  nearly  nine- 
teen years. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Respectfully  recommend  the  organization  and  equipment 
of  a  steam  fire  engine  company  to  be  located  in  the  vicinity 
of  Guilford  avenue  and  Preston  street;  also  the  organization 
and  equipment  of  a  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  to  be  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pratt  and  Carey  streets,  and  further  recom- 
mend that  the  quarters  of  No.  2  Chemical  Company  be  trans- 
ferred from  Wood  brook  avenue  near  Retreat  street  to  the 
vicinity  of  Garrison  avenue  and  Liberty  road. 

I  would  recommend  the  increase  of  probationers'  salary  to 
3600.00  per  annum. 

Herewith  submitted  as  part  of  my  report  are  tables  rela- 
tive to  the  work  of  the  several  companies,  record  of  large 
fires,  causes,  casualties,  etc. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  during  the  past  year  a  feeling 
of  harmony  has  prevailed  among  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  uniformed  force,  and  the  work  performed  by  them  at 
fires  under  the  most  trying  circumstances  is  deserving  of  the 
highest  commendation  and  praise. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  your  Honorable  Body  for 
your  cordial  support. 

I  also  thank  the  office  force  for  the  prompt  manner  in 
which  they  perform  the  clerical  work  ot  the  department. 

I  greatly  appreciate  the  assistance  of  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Fire  Insurance  Salvage  Corps. 

I  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Police  Department  for 
the  able  manner  in  which  they  have  assisted  this  department 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  W.  Horton, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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2  2  REPORT  OF  THE 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  TRUCKS  IN  SERVICE. 


Company. 

Description. 

No.    1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company . 
(<     2     "      "       "  " 

1  first      size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 

2  *t          it                u  .( 

44  3 
44  4 
44  5 
44     6  4 

44     8  4 
u     9  < 

44    10  4 
44  11 

i       it        tt  i< 
1 

.       tt        «  (( 
(         it          H  (( 

<  u       (<  (< 

<  tt       h  it 
i      tt       a  a 

1  second    4'       4i         u  " 
1  first        44       "         "  " 
I  second    "       "         "  M 
1  first        44       "         «  " 
1  combination  Holloway  truck . 

1  ««                "  " 

2  n                   <<  1* 

1  second  size  Haves  aerial  truck. 
1 

Hook  and  Ladder 

Thicks  in  Reserve. 

2  first      size  Hayes  aerial  trucks. 

1  second  " 

CHEMICAL  ENGINES  IN  SERVICE. 

No.  1  Chemical  Company.  ...  1  double-tank  65-gallon  Holloway  Chemical 

Engine. 

No.  2  Chemical  Company.  ...  1  double-tank  65-gallon  Holloway  Chemical 

Engine. 

No.  3  Chemical  Company.  ...  1  Bank  Ladder  Truck. 


CHEMICAL  ENGINES  IN  RESERVE. 


3  double  50-gallon  Holloway  Chemical  Engine. 
2  double   85-gallon  Holloway  Chemical  Engines. 
1  double  100-gallon  Holloway  Chemical  Engines. 


Fire  Department. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT.  2$ 
MANUAL  FollCE  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 


OFFICERS. 

Chief  Engineer   1 

District  Engineers   u" 

Superintendent  of  Machinery   1 

  8 

ENGINE  COMPANIES. 

No.  1  Engine  Company   11 

•  2       "           "    12 

"    3       "          "    11 

•  4       "           "    12 

•  5       "    11 

6        ■    12 

•  7     "       "    n 

"    8       "          "    11 

"    9       "          "    11 

"10       "          "    11 

"11       "          "    11 

"12                  •    11 

"13       "          "    11 

"14       "          "    11 

"15       "          "    21 

"16       "          "    12 

"17       "          "    12 

"18       "          "    12 

"19       "          "    12 

"20       "          "    12 

'•21       "          "    12 

"22       "1         "    12 

"23       "          "    12 

 274 

HOOK  AND   LADDER  COMPANIES. 

No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company   11 

"    2     "      "         "          "    11 

"    3     "      "         •           "    12 

"    4     "      "         "          "    12 

"    5     "     "        "          "    12 

"    6     "      "         •           "    12 

"    7     "      "         "          "    5 

"    8     "      "          •           '    5 

"    9     "     "        "          "    5 

"10     "      "         »          "    12 

"11      ■       •         "          "    12 

  109 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


CHEMICAL  ENGINE  COMPANIES. 

No.  1  Chemical  Engine  Company   3 

((    o       "  "  "  ^ 


"    o 

  8 

Probationary  firemen   20 

Total  active  membership  of  the  department   420 

Disabled  members  pensioned   26 

Total  membership   44f, 

SALARIES  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS, 

Ptr  Annum. 

1  Chief  of  Department   $2,500  00 

0  District  Engineers,  eacli   1,400  00 

1  Superintendent  of  Machinery   1.400  00 

31  Captains  of  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each.  1,100  00 

32  Lieutenants  of  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  companies, 

each   1,000  00 

23  Enginemen,  each   1,100  00 

25  Assistant  Enginemen,  each   900  00 

16  Tillermen  of  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each   900  00 

30  Hostlers  of  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each.  900  00 

3  Captains  of  chemical  engine  companies,  each   900  00 

3  Captains  of  combination  hook  and  ladder  companies, 

each    900  00 

3  Hostlers  of  chemical  engine  companies,  each   800  00 

3  Hostlers  of  combination  hook  and  ladder  companies, 

each   800  00 

155  Pipemen,  each   800  00 

63  Laddermen,  each   800  00 

2  Pilots  on  fireboat,  each.    1,000  00 

3  Stokers  on  fireboat,  each   800  00 

20  Probationary  Firemen,  each   500  00 


420  Officers  and  members. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
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PENSION  ROLL. 

Positional  Time  of  Amoiuii  of 

Name-.  Retirement.  Annual  Pension. 

G-.  W.  Ellender  District  Engineer   $400  00 

W.  M.  Dunn  District  Engineer   400  00 

J.  H.  Hay  ward  Captain   400  00 

Jacob  Hindes                      .Captain   400  00 

W.  G.  Miller  Captain   400  00 

T.  H.  Humphreys  Engineman   400  00 

Michael  Lycett  Engineman   550  00 

■Samuel  Stanshury  Engineman   550  00 

.1.  W.  Blake  Tillerman   400  00 

James  Gill  Tillerman   450  00 

John  J.  Purcell  Tillerman   450  00 

John  Wemsing  Hostler   400  00 

J.  F.  Peerce  Hostler   450  00 

Henry  Murphy  Hostler   450  00 

J.  R.  Battee  Callman   400  00 

William  Gordon  Callman   400  00 

J.  H.  Gildea  Callman   400  00 

-LrTistel  Callman   400  00 

G.  H.  Little  Pipeman   400  00 

Solomon  Uhlfelder  Pipeman   400  00 

J.  J.  McGraw.fi  Pipeman   400  00 

Charles  A.  Soistman  Pipeman   400  00 

G.  B.  Chapman  Pipeman   400  00 

44.  E.  Curry  Ladder-man   400  00 

J.  T.  Elliott  Ladderman   400  00 

R.  M.  Brown  Ladderman   400  00 


REPORT  OF  THE 


NUMBER   OF   BOXES   TO  WHICH    COMPANIES   ARE  ASSIGNED 

TO  RESPOND. 


Companies. 

First  Alarm. 

Second  Alarm. 

Third  Alarm. 

Total. 

No.  1  Engine  Company 

88 

159 

76 

323 

(i     9         «i  (i 

85 

58 

73 

216 

U     3          u  II 

59 

94 

64 

217 

it     4          «i  >• 

111 

109 

126 

346 

ii    5      (i  it 

60 

47 

55 

162 

it    g       ii  ii 

63 

138 

68 

269 

ii    y  ii 

75 

129 

118 

322 

I.    g       i<  <« 

67 

118 

70 

255 

II        9                II  H 

79 

73 

43 

195 

ii  jo       11  " 

63 

85 

57 

205 

u  n       ii  ii 

38 

40 

13 

91 

40 

22 

28 

90 

ii  j3 

86 

64 

70 

220 

II      14                  .<  41 

59 

29 

27 

115 

i.  i5       i.  ii 

146 

109 

86 

341 

"16       *'  " 

44 

6 

50 

n  yj       i.  »i 

20 

12 

*21 

53 

M  18        11  " 

69 

38 

43 

150 

ii  19       ii  i. 

55 

48 

47 

150 

33 

11 

19 

63 

14 

6 

2 

22 

ii  92          "  " 

16 

4 

7 

27 

Water  Tower 

95 

9 

104 

89 

98 

21 

208 

2       "             ''  M   

145 

104 

66 

315 

79 

25 

13 

117 

■•    4                       "  ••   

64 

84 

87 

235 

55 

74 

30 

159 

«    6       «             "  «'   

55 

36 

7 

98 

25 

4 

1 

30 

"    8       '•             "  '«   

16 

15 

31 

(l    9                    "  "   

14 

1 

15 

•'10      "            "  "   

53 

40 

36 

129 

"11       "            "  "   

30 

51 

26 
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No.  1  Chemical  Enaine  Company  

23 

o 

25 

ii     9           (i               ii  ii 

27 
17 

35 

62 
17 

"    3         "            "  "   

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

SERVICE  OF  COMPANIES  AT  FIRES. 


Hook  and  Ladder 
Companies. 


o 

oo 
« 


Working 
time. 


■ 
Z 

•z 

V 
i 

OO 

V. 

o 

o 

Fee 

0 

- 

.5 

253 

6,325 

199 

33 

258 

6,450 

216 

18 

267 

6.675 

175 

35 

138 

3,450 

138 

35 

128 

8,200 

133 

55 

119 

2.075 

116 

50 

26 

650 

32 

59 

24 

600 

20 

50 

27 

675 

1? 

30 

106 

2,650 

•  >o 

10 

118 

2.050 

198 

45 

1  Hook  and  Ladder  Co. 

155 

12 

203 

8 

j  ::  ::  ::  :: 

225 

11 

4 

141 

16 

5 

127 

16 

6     44  " 

143 

5 

37 

I  ::  ::  :: 

20 

9   

22 

10    44  44 

130 

24 

11     4  4     4  4 

84 

41 

1.200 


19 
10 

6 


39 
17 
32 
31 
41 


4 

35 
43 


Chemical  Engines. 

Minded. 

isferred. 

CD 

GO 

P 

on 

HQ 
M 

o 

.2  — 

■ 

CO 
CO 

09 

Time  Away 
from  Quarters. 

M< 
GO 
CD 

M 

H 

a 

H 

? 

Hours. 

Min. 

No.l  Chemical  EngineCompanv. 

u\  ::    ::  :: 

27 
58 
17 

.... 

5 

18 
21 

50 
20 
45 
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REPORT   OF  THE 


NUMBER   OF    FIRES   AND    LOSSES    EACH  YEAR    SINCE  THE 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  PAID  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

xr                                    Number  of  T 

Year.  p.  Losses. 

1859    98   $  860,000  00 

1860   112    310,000  00 

1801   115    00,000  00 

1862   130    83,000  00 

1863   138    120,482  33 

1864   143    163,528  49 

1865   163    71.358  90 

1866   178    181,115  00 

1867   193    293,045  00 

1868   145    76,244  75 

1869   187    398,259  09 

1870   203    432,717  07 

1871   226    475,391  00 

1872   245    300,000  00 

1873   265    892,628  58 

1874   384    506,826  15 

1875   348    608,351  30 

1876   332    563,248  78 

1877   420    438,715  57 

1878   371    162,312  78 

1879   306    193,654  54 

1880   343    580,290  09 

1881   324    454,773  35 

1882   358    330,113  84 

1883   399    561.520  00 

1884   388    617,871  79 

1885   474    441,743  06 

1886   430    896,527  12 

1887   496    1,162,359  26 

1888...-   602    1,272,478  82 

1889   545    477,329  07 

1890   594    441,152  65 

1891   676    650,009  73 

1892   795    839,435  77 

1893   829    1,153,129  76 

1894   831   542,188  29 

1895   816    730,751  11 

1896   985    423,062  79 

1897   1.110    572,497  39 

1898   1,375    861,114  77 

1899   1,309    438,583  38 

1900   1,458    1,084,471  84 

1901. .  .    1,498    1,499,119  90 

1902   1.547  (Estimated)   670,614  61 


The  total  loss  by  fires  in  44  years  has  been  $23,381,016  82 


KIRK  DKI'ARTMENT. 
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SUMMARY  OF  FIRES  FOR  L902,  WITH  SPECIALS. 
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oxes. 

Months. 
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"S 
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o 
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'~ 

Z 

'S 

a 

'o 

aj 

■j. 

eft 

i. 

o 

D 

-»-> 

0 

5 

Q 
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p 

33 

- 

X 

13 

21 

n 

29 

16 

11 

101 

56 

cc 

170 

8 

17 

18 

21 

18 

12 

94 

45 

7 

146 

•  7 

16 

10 

18 

7 

7 

65 

30 

8 

L03 

14 

20 

7 

25 

'» 

K» 

98 

35 

9 

142 

May  

1(» 

14 

8 

12 

12 

5 

61 

20 

in 

100 

13 

1!) 

7 

16 

15 

8 

78 

20 

7 

105 

July  

19 

21 

10 

19 

10 

12 

01 

38 

15 

144 

12 

17 

8 

12 

10 

5 

64 

28 

6 

98 

September  

12 

21 

7 

11 

13 

11 

75 

28 

11 

114 

9 

10 

11 

16 

6 

8 

60 

28 

9 

97 

25 

21 

7 

16 

14 

9 

92 

37 

9 

138 

16 

27 

17 

24 

13 

8 

105 

61 

24 

190 

158 

224 

121 

210 

156 

106 

984 

435 

128 

1547 
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REPORT   OF  THE 


FIRES  INVESTIGATED  BY   MEMBERS   OF    DEPARTMENT  AND 
WHICH  WERE  EXTINGUISHED  BY  POLICE  AND  CITIZENS. 


No.    1  Engine  Company   3 

««     2  " 

•  3  "    7 

"     4  •  •   

"     5  "  "    7 

"     (i  "  "    o 

"     7  "    4 

"     8  "    4 

"     <)  •    3 

"   10  "  "    2 

"    11  "    8 

"   12  •  "   

•  13  "  "    3 

"    14  "  '•    4 

"    15  •  "    4 

"   16  "  "    16 

17  ««  •    10 

"   18  '  •   

"   19  "  "    3 

"   20  "  "   

"   21  "   

««  22  "  "    4 

"  23  "  "   

No.    1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  

2  •  ■  "  "      2 

"     3  "  "    6 

"     4  "  "   

"     5  "  "  "    4 

"     6  "  "  "    5 

"     7  "  "    1 

"     8  "  "  "     

"     9  "  "  •   

"   10  "  •    2 

"  11  "  S  •   

No.   1  Chemical  Company   1 

a     2  "  "   

"     3  "  ««   

108 


FIRE   DEPARTMENT.  35 

TABLE   SHOWING    THE    DIFFERENT   CAUSES  OF    FIRES  AND 
ALARMS  DURING  1902. 


Alcohol  lamp  ....    1 

Accidental   1 

Bonfire   1 

Bursting  of  a  bag  of  vitalized  air   1 

Boy  threw  burning  paper  in  vat  japan  and  oil   1 

Burning  rags   1 

Burning  soot  in  chimney  •  *••  •   84 

Bursting  feed  pipe   2 

Burning  grease   12 

Box  pulled  for  preceding  fire   6 

Burning  lamp  wick   1 

Burning  peanuts   1 

Benzine     1 

Burning  rubbish   21 

Back  draft   1 

Calcium  light   1 

Candles   15 

Coal  oil  stove   103 

Coal  oil  lamp   60 

Cigarettes   5 

Children  playing  with  fire   4 

Cigars   2 

Clothing  falling  on  hot  stove   1 

Clothing  ignited  by  fire   1 

Coal  oil   2 

Defective  flue   61 

Disconnected  stove  pipe   1 

Drying  wood   1 

Defective  heating  apparatus   1 

Defective  chimney   5 

Electric  wire   45 

Explosion  of  an  air  tank   1 

Fire  works   6 

False  alarms   71 

Friction  of  machinery   1 

Fumigating  chicken  coop   1 

Fire  place   1 

Gasoline   47 

Gasoline  stoves   99 

Gasoline  lamps   •   12 
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RKl'ORT   OF  THK 


Gas  jets  

Gas  heaters  

Gas  meter  

Gas  stoves  

Gas  pipe  

Hot  water  back  

Heat  from  boiler  

Hot  asbes  

Hot  rivets  

Hot  iron  igniting  linen  

Ignited  clothing  

Ignited  cooling  tray  

Lightning  

Lard  boiling  over  '.. 

Liquid  polisb  

Mice.  

Matches  

Overheated  stove,  furnace  or  range  

Overheated  oven    

Overheated  steam  pipe   

Overheated  cupola  

Overheated  lime  kiln  

Open  grate  

Overheated  tar  

Oven  fire  place  

Purposely  set  on  fire  

Rekindling  of  previous  fire  

Reflection  of  light  from  window  

Rheostat  on  car  

Special  alarm  

Swinging  lamp  

Spontaneous  combustion  

Steam  issuing  from  chimney  

Sparks  from  locomotive,  chimney  or  stove 

Steam  from  heater    

Smoking  pipe  

Smoke  from  chimney  

Slacking  lime  

Soldering  iron  

Stove  pipe  

Supposed  incendiary  

Steam  from  pipe  

Thawing  water  pipe  


FIRE   DEPARTMENT.  37 

Thawing  hydrant   1 

Tinners'  lire  pot   10 

Unknown   426 

Upsetting  stove   1 

Unnecessary  alarm.   1 

Unusual  smoke   20 

Wind  storm   1 


Total   1,547 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


FIRES  THE  LOSS  AT  WHICH  EXCEEDED  $5,000. 

January  gth — Box  423. — Fire  originated  in  the  cellar  of  the 
three-story  brick  building  Nos.  681  to  687  W.  Baltimore 
street,  occupied  by  Hecht  Bros.  &  Co. ,  as  a  furniture,  carpet 
and  clothing  store. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  3.21  p.  in. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  3.26  p.  m. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  3.27  p.  in. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  8.32  p.  m. 

The  services  of  eleven  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss,  $16,- 
577-94. 

February  gtli — Box  413. —  Fire  originated  in  the  cellar  of 
the  four-story  brick  building  No.  15  N.  Liberty  street, 
occupied  by  C.  J.  Youse  &  Co.,  as  paper  box  and  novelty 
man  ufacturers. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  8.32  a.  m. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  8.35  a.  m. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  10.17  a.  m. 

The  services  of  eight  engine  and  three  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause,  defective  heating  appara- 
tus.   Loss,  $7, 158.66. 

February  18 th — Box  425. — Fire  originated  from  an  unknown 
cause  in  the  three-story  brick  carpet  and  furniture  store, 
Nos.  797-899  W.  Baltimore  street,  oecupied  by  Isaac  Gus- 
dorf. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  2.03  a.  m. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  4.25  a.  m. 
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The  services  of  three  engine  and  one  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.     Loss,  $7,047.95. 

March  nth — Box  157. — Three-story  brick  and  two-story 
frame  buildings  Nos.  821-829  S.  Caroline  street,  occupied 
by  J.  H.  Thiemeyer,  as  box  factory,  extended  to  and  par- 
tially burned  adjoining"  property  of  Henry  Smut  and  others. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  8. 1 1  p.  m. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  8.22  p.  m. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  8.26  p.  m. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  3  p.  m.,  March  12th. 

The  services  of  thirteen  engine  and  four  hook-and- 
ladder  companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss, 
#33>346.23. 

March  26th — Box  412. — The  fire  originated  on  the  second 
floor  of  a  four-story  brick  building  No.  109  W.  German 
street,  occupied  by  Shapiro  &  Hirschman,  manufacturers  of 
pants,  coats,  etc. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  8.58  p.  m. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  9.02  p.  m. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  10.29  p.  m. 

The  services  of  five  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.   Loss,  $12,485.88. 

April  5th — Box  525. — The  fire  originated  in  the  five-story 
brick  building  No.  120  Hanover  ^street,  occupied  by  Baker 
Glass  Co.,  as  a  warehouse  and  salesroom. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  5.42  p.  m. 

The  recall  was  received  at  7.33  p.  m. 

The  services  of  five  engine  and  three  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss,  $6,099.97. 

April  17th — Box  41 5. — The  fire  originated  in  the  three- 
story  brick  building  No.  313  W.  Baltimore  street,  occupied 
by  Grotjan,  Lobe  &  Co.,  as  a  storage  warehouse. 
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The  alarm  was  received  at  7.02  p.  m. 
The  recall  was  received  at  9.01  p.  ni. 

The  services  of  five  engine  and  two  hook-and-ladder  com- 
panies were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss,  $12,145.75. 

April  24th — Box  435. — Fire  originated  in  the  iron  foundry 
N.  W.  corner  of  Scott  and  McHenry  streets,  occupied  by 
Hay  ward  &  Bartlett,  burning-  the  interior  woodwork  and  roof. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  6.12  p.  in. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  6.17  p.  m. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  8.17  p.  m. 

The  services  of  seven  engine  and  two  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  heat  from  castings.  Loss, 
S8.900.oo. 

June  26th — Box  21. — The  fire  originated  in  the  three-story 
iron  and  brick  building,  No.  239  N.  Gay  street,  occupied  by 
vSigmund  Rosenblatt  as  a  clothing  store. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  10.32  p.  m. 

The  recall  was  received  at  10.55  p.  m. 

The  services  of  two  engine  companies  and  one  hook-and- 
ladder  company  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss, 
$9,191.64. 

July  29H1 — Box  153. — The  fire  originated  in  the  three-story 
brick  building,  No.  506  S.  Dallas  street,  occupied  by  Price, 
Mister  Can  Co.  as  a  tin-can  factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  7.14  p.  m. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  7.22  p.  m. 

The  recall  was  received  at  8.45  p.  m. 

The  services  of  three  engine  and  two  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss,  $5,074.27. 

July  29th — Box  62. — The  fire  originated  in  the  three-story 
brick  building,  Nos.  39-41  Weyler  street,  occupied  by  Andrew 
Straus  &  Bro.  as  a  dry  goods  and  millinery  store. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  ri.14  p.  m. 
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The  recall  was  received  at  2  a.  m.,  July  30th. 

The  services  of  two  engine  and  one  hook-and-ladder  com- 
panies were  required.  Cause,  electric  wire.  Loss,  $14,- 
995-36- 

September  ntli — Box  536. — The  fire  originated  in  the  three- 
story  brick  building,  Columbia  avenue  near  Gwynn's  Falls, 
occupied  by  the  Universal  Centrifugal  Dryer  Co.  as  a  fertili- 
zer factory. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  6.59  p.  m. 

The  recall  was  received  at  11.53  p.  m. 

The  services  of  two  engine  companies  and  one  hook-and- 
ladder  company  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss, 
$7,091.48. 

September  2jd — Box  31. — The  fire  originated  in  the  four- 
story  brick  building,  Nos.  329  to  335  North  street,  occupied 
by  Edward  Stinson  as  a  hub  and  wheel  factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  2.40  a.  m. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  2.45  a.  m. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  2.50  a.  m. 

The  recall  was  received  at  3.06  p.  m. 

The  services  of  twelve  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss,  $42,376.84. 

October  18th — Box  547. — The  fire  originated  in  the  five- 
story  brick  building,  N.  E.  corner  Howard  and  Stockholm 
*  streets,  occupied  by  D.  Wilfson  &  Son  as  a  furniture  manu- 
factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  9.40  P.  M. 
The  general  alarm  was  received  at  9.44  P.  M. 
The  recall  was  received  at  2.02  p.  m.  October  19th.  Cause 
unknown.    Loss,  $41,110.51. 

October  23rd — Box  12.  The  fire  originated  in  the  four- 
story  iron  and  brick  building  Nos.  403-405  E.  Baltimore 
street,  occupied  by  M.  L.  Himmel  &  Son,  as  an  office  furni- 
ture store. 
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The  first  alarm  was  received  at  7.17  a.  m. 
The  general  alarm  was  received  at  7.22  a.  m. 
The  recall  was  received  at  3.06  p.  m. 

The  services  of  twelve  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.   Loss,  $21,740.59. 

November  23rd — Box  525.  The  fire  originated  in  the  five- 
story  brick  building  No.  115  Hopkins  Place,  occupied  by 
Gans  Bros.,  as  an  umbrella  manufactory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  2.31  p.  m. 

The  general  alarm  was  received  at  2.35  p.  m. 

The  recall  was  received  at  12.42  a.  m.,  November  24th. 

The  services  of  fourteen  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  and  one  water  tower  were  required.  Cause  un- 
known.   Loss,  . 

November  2jt/i — Box  632.  The  fire  originated  in  a  two- 
story  brick  building  at  foot  of  Clements  street,  occupied  by 
the  N.  M.  Rittenhouse  estate,  as  a  terra  cotta  works. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  8.53  p.  m. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  9.04  p.  m. 

The  recall  was  received  at  12.21  a.  m.,  November  26th. 

The  services  of  four  engine  companies  and  one  hook  and 
ladder  company  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss, 
^5,655.i4. 

December  10th — Box  413. — The  fire  originated  in  the  four- 
story  brick  building  No.  119  W.  Baltimore  street,  occupied 
by  W.  P.  Allen  &  Son,  dealers  in  confectionery. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  6.02  a.  m. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  6. 1 1  a.  m. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  6. 13  a.  m. 

The  recall  alarm  was  received  at  10.39  a.  m. 

The  services  of  twelve  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  and  one  water  tower  were  required.  Cause  un- 
known.   Loss,  . 
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December  iotJi — Box  412.—  The  fire  originated  in  the  five- 
story  briek  and  stone  building  No.  105  W.  Baltimore  street 
occupied  by  the  United  States  Whip  Co.  as  a  whip  factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  2.10  p.  m. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  2.23  p.  m. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  2.30  p.  m. 

The  recall  was  received  at  4.33  p.  m. 

The  services  of  six  engine  and  three  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.    Cause  unknown.     Loss,   . 

December  16th — Box  12. — The  fire  originated  in  the  five- 
story  iron  and  brick  building  Nos.  23-25  S.  Gay  street, 
occupied  by  Edward  Morris  &  Co.  as  a  skirt  and  overall 
factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  5.15  a.  m. 
The  second  alarm  was  received  at  5.22  a.  m. 
The  recall  was  received  at  8.24  a.  m. 

The  services  of  eight  engine  and  three  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss,  313,- 
996. 80. 
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FIRES  AT  WHICH  RESCUES  WERE  MADE. 
January  4th — Silent    at    6.14   a.   m. — Three-story  briek 
dwelling,  No.  1026  Granby  street. 

Israel  Freeman  and  family,  three  inmates,  whose  eseape 
had  been  cut  off  by  fire  and  smoke,  were  rescued  from  the 
burning"  building"  by  Lieutenant  Frank  Heusman,  Assistant 
Engineman  Jos.  Whalen,  Pipemen  John  Grasmick,  Arthur 
G.  Harrison,  James  Robb  and  Probationer  Jas.  S.  Welch,  of 
No.  3  Engine  Company. 

January  281)1 — Box  465,  at  8.55  a.  m. — Three-story  brick 
oyster  saloon  and  dwelling,  No.  2026  Frederick  avenue. 

Mrs.  Annie  Greist  and  her  two  children,  who  were  partly 
overcome  by  smoke,  were  rescued  and  taken  down  rear 
stairway  by  Captain  J.  F.  Rupp  and  Lieutenant  W.  C.  D. 
Knight,  of  No.  14  Engine  Company. 

February  2j th — Box  331,  at  10.48  p.  m, — Three-story  brick 
boarding  house,  No.  402  Cathedral  street. 

Miss  Margaret  Griffith,  whose  escape  by  stairway  was  cut 
off  by  smoke  and  heat,  was  rescued  from  the  third  story 
front  window  by  means  of  a  35-foot  ladder  by  members  of 
No.  2  Hook-and-Ladder  Company,  assisted  by  District  En- 
gineer L.  H.  Burkhardt  and  Lieutenant  John  McKew,  of 
No.  7  Engine  Company. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


45 


FIRES  WHICH  WERE  ATTENDED  BY  LOSS  OF  LIFE. 

January  2d — Silent  at  11.58  a.  m. — Grace  Murray,  age  4 
years,  No.  1931  Booth  street,  was  fatally  burned  while  play- 
ing with  fire. 

January  gtii — Box  2.42  at  (1.50  a.  m. — Miss  May  E.  Wara, 
S16  E.  Madison  street,  was  burned  to  death  by  the  explosion 
of  a  coal  oil  stove. 

February  22d — Box  545  at  5.36  p.  m. — Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Orem,  age  88  years.  No.  857  Woodward  street,  was  fatally 
burned.    Cause,  explosion  of  a  gasoline  stove. 

March  6th — Silent  at  2.27  p.  m. — Theodore  Williams,  age 
3  years,  No.  531  W.  Biddle  street,  was  fatally  burned. 
Caused  by  his  clothing  taking  fire  from  stove. 

March  8th — Box  352. — Miss  Rebecca  Spriggs,  age  45  years, 
No.  1433  Park  avenue,  was  seriously  burned,  was  removed 
to  hospital  and  died  from  effects  of  same  at  10.00  a.  m. 
March  1  oth.    Caused  by  her  clothing  taking  fire  from  range. 

March  iyth — Special  at  2.00  p.  m.  —  Hilda  Frampton,  age 
6  years,  No.  1834  N.  Durham  street,  was  fatally  burned, 
from  cause  unknown. 

March  18th — Box  438  at  11.05  a.  m. — Mrs.  Rebecca  Bet- 
tingham,  age  63  years,  No.  44  Parkin  street,  was  seriously 
burned  and  died  from  the  effects  of  same.  Cause,  pan  of 
grease  taking  fire  on  stove  and  igniting  her  clothing. 

April  igth — Box  532,  at  5.32  p.  m. — Mrs.  Marie  Woolford 
was  fatally  burned  at  dwelling  532  Wayne  street.  Cause, 
explosion  of  a  gasoline  stove. 

April  26th — Box  242,  at  7.30  p.  m. — Miss  Isabella  Warthen, 
aged  39,  and  Leona,  aged  2  years,  No.  710  Greenmount  ave- 
nue, were  fatally  burned.  Cause,  cleaning  clothing  with 
gasoline,  same  igniting  from  heat  of  lamp. 
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April  28th — Silent,  at  7.21  p.  m.  —  Mrs.  Joseph  Creamer, 
aged  67,  residing-  at  13 19  Hanover  street,  was  fatally  burned. 
Cause,  explosion  of  a  coal-oil  lamp. 

May  jytk — Box  525,  at  3.10  p.  m. — Roy  Trader,  aged  17 
years,  No.  133  \V.  Lee  street,  an  employe  of  Hirshberg, 
Hollander  &  Co.,  while  carrying  a  lighted  match  ignited  a 
barrel  of  varnish  and  was  fatally  burned  about  the  body  and 
head. 

June  iot/1 — Silent,  at  6  14  a.  m.  —  Mrs.  Mary  Moon,  aged 
44  years,  No.  552  E.  Fort  avenue,  was  fatally  burned  by  the 
explosion  of  a  gasoline  stove. 

June  14th — Box  266,  at  8.10  p.  m.  —  Elizabeth  Handy  (col- 
ored), aged  60  years.  No.  1433  Jefferson  street,  was  fatally 
burned  about  body  and  died  at  hospital.    Cause  unknown. 

July  3 J — Box  742,  at  9.30  p.  m. — William  Kuhl,  aged  5 
years,  742  Carroll  avenue,  was  fatally  burned  about  head  and 
bodv  and  died  later  at  hospital.  Caused  by  the  upsetting  of 
a  gasoline  stove. 

July  2Q//1 — Box  426  at  2.47  p.  m. — John  De  Gore,  age  3 
years,  was  fatally  burned  about  face  and  hands  and  died  at 
hospital  from  effects  of  same.  Caused  by  child  playing  with 
matches. 

August  7th — Box  543  at  4.58  p.  m. — Catherine  Raumft,  age 
3  years,  was  fatally  burned  about  body  and  died  at  hospital 
from  effects  of  same,  caused  by  explosion  of  gasoline. 

August  8th — Box  28  at  1 1.48  a.  m. — Mrs.  Mary  Zeigler,  age 
67  years,  was  fatally  burned  on  body  and  died  while  being- 
moved  to  hospital  from  effects  of  same.  Caused  by  explosion 
of  a  gasoline  stove. 

September  gth — Special  at  5.30  p.  m. — Annie  Kues,  age  13 
years,  was  fatally  burned  on  body  and  died  from  effects  of 
same  at  10  p.  m.    Caused  by  explosion  of  a  gasoline  sto  \e 
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September  12th — Box  65  at  9.47  a.  m.  —  Mrs.  Lizzie  Kreiger, 
age  18  years,  was  fatally  burned  on  body  and  died  at  hospital 
at  4  p.  m.  from  effeets  of  same.  Caused  by  explosion  of  a 
gasoline  stove. 

October  j/t// — Special  at  5.40  a.  m. — Mrs.  Sarah  Hughes, 
age  58  years,  No.  1827  Gough  street,  was  fatally  burned  on 
body  and  face,  was  removed  to  hospital  and  died  from  effects 
of  same.    Caused  by  explosion  of  a  gasoline  stove. 

October  22nd — Box  272  at  11.55  a.  m. — Katie  Ottaviane, 
age  7  years,  201 1  E.  Lanvale  street,  was  fatally  burned  about 
body  and  died  from  effects  of  same.  Caused  by  explosion 
of  gasoline  stove. 

November  yth — Box  393,  at  9.09  p.  m. — Mrs.  Susan  Rob- 
erts, age  55  years,  No.  145  Carroll  avenue,  was  fatally 
burned  about  body  and  limbs,  and  died  from  effects  of 
same  at  12.45  P-  m-  at  Maryland  General  Hospital.  Caused 
by  explosion  of  a  coal  oil  lamp. 

November  ijt/i — Silent  at  8.12  a.  m. — Mrs.  Carrie  Vogel- 
gesang,  aged  49  years,  No.  1413  Williams  street,  was  fatally 
burned  about  body  and  died  from  effects  of  same.  Caused 
by  children  playing  with  matches. 

November  22nd — Box  236,  at  3.46  p.  m. — James  Dobson, 
age  2  years,  103  N.  Madeira  street,  was  fatally  burned  about 
body.    Caused  by  explosion  of  a  coal  oil  stove. 

November  24th — Silent  at  4.09  p.  m. — Morris  Taylor,  age 
5  years,  No.  11 12  Little  Wilson  street,  was  burned  to  death. 
Caused  by  playing  with  matches. 

November  28th — Box  151,  at  1.40  a.  m. — Mrs.  Lizzie  Fur- 
guson,  age  51  years,  No.  1510  E.  Lombard  street,  was  fatally 
burned  on  body;  was  removed  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  and 
died  at  9.30  a.  m.,  November  29th,  1902.    Cause  unknown. 

November  28th — Box  214,  at  3.33  a.  m. — William,  age  4^ 
years;  Isaac,  age  3  years,  and  Abraham   Brossler,  age  13 
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months,  No.  126  N.  Exeter  street,  were  fatally  burned  and 
died  after  being  removed  to  City  Hospital.  Caused  by  ex- 
plosion of  a  gasoline  stove. 

December  5th — Box  215,  at  11.26  a.  m. — Mrs.  Susan  Simp- 
son, age  31  years,  No.  141  Chestnut  street,  was  fatally 
burned  to  death  by  falling  on  fireplace  and  clothes  igniting. 

December  2gth — Special  at  8.30  p.  m.  —  Robert  Schady,  age 
10  years,  Alfred  Schady,  age  5  years,  No.  116  N.  Wolfe 
street,  were  fatally  burned  to  death,  caused  by  an  explosion 
of  a  gasoline  lamp.  The  fire  was  extinguished  by  Robert 
Schady,  and  inspected  by  Captain  H.  C.  Hotter,  No.  5  En- 
gine Company. 

December  21st — Box  353.  at  1  2. 13  p.  m. — William  E.  Jo- 
seph, age  49  years,  the  Engineer  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Mar- 
ble Company,  was  fatally  burned  and  body  found  by  boiler. 
It  is  supposed  that  he  went  in  burning  building'  to  turn 
water  in  boiler. 
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REPAIRS  TO  APPARATUS. 


ENGINE  COMPANY,  No.  r. 


Hose  Wagons — Thoroughly  overhauled  and  repainted. 
Engine — Tire  on  left  hind  wheel  cut,  three  new  spokes  and 
two  new  felloes  in  same. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  2. 


Hose  Wagons — New  tires  on  front  wheels,  tires  cut  on  hind 
wheels,  boxes  in  wheels  tightened,  the  roller  bearings 
overhauled,  three  new  spokes  and  two  new  felloes  in 
hind  wheels,  and  had  the  wagon  and  ladder  painted. 

Engine — One  set  of  new  smoke  tubes  put  in  the  boiler,  one 
new  piston  and  piston-rod,  compleats  on  the  engine. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  3. 

Hose  Wagons — General  overhauling  of  hose  wagon,  also 
repainted. 

Engine — Tires  cut  on  back  wheels  and  box  tightened  in  right 
hind  wheels.    Four  new  shackles  on  front  springs. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  4. 


Hose  Wagons — Four  wheels  rebuilt. 
Harness — Two  steel  horse  collars. 
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ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  5. 


Hose  Wagons — New  tires  on  front  wheels. 
Engine — Repainted,  one  set  of  grate  bars,  hind  axle  welded, 
hind  axle  reset  and  one  new  suetion  tube. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  7. 


Hose  Wagons — Four  tires  cut,  two  new  brake  blocks,  two 

rear  springs  repaired,  general  repairs  to  wagon. 
Harness — One  new  rein  for  engine  harness. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  8. 


Engine — Received  new  connecting  rod  from  La  France  En- 
gine Company  and  placed  on  engine  September  27th, 
1902. 

Harness — Received  four  new  halters,  April  7th,  1902. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  9. 


Reserve  Carriage — September  9  wagon  repainted,  new  rubber 

tires,  new  leader. 
Superintendent  of  Machinery  Wagon — New  body,  repainted, 

new  shaft  leather,  and  overhauled. 
Harness — Two  new  halters. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  10. 


Hose  Wagon — March  3d,  1902,  hound  repaired  and  one  new 
pole.  November^  3th  wheels  overhauled  and  repaired. 
New  door  and  hinges  on  tool-box.    Ladder  placed  on 
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the  side.  New  sheet-iron  equipment  basket.  Wagon 
painted. 

Engine — May  3d  four  wheels  repaired. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  11. 

First  District  Engineer's  Concord  Wagon — New  body,  new 
top,  new  shafts,  repainting  and  four  new  rubber  tires. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  12. 


Engine — Four  tires  cut  and  rims  repaired  on  engine  wheels. 
Two  new  spokes. 

Reserve  Carriage — Tires  cut  and  wheels  repaired  on  re- 
serve carriage. 

Harness — One  pair  new  traces. 


ENGINE  COMPANY7  No.  13. 


Hose  Wagons — New  rims  and  new  tires  on  four  wheels. 
Running"  gear  painted. 

Concord  Wagon — One  new  channel,  two  channels  repaired. 
Four  new  rubber  tires,  wheels  straightened,  boxes 
tightened,  one  new  axle,  one  new  bow,  new  cover  on 
top  and  new  plate  on  spring. 

Engine — Two  hind  wheels  repaired  and  painted. 

Telegraph  Department — One  new  wagon. 

Harness — One  breast  strap,  one  saddle  for  harness,  No.  13 
Engine  Company.  One  set  of  harness  and  two  sad- 
dle pads  for  Telegraph  Department. 
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Supply  Wagon — Four  new  tires. 

Fifth  District  Chief's  Concord  Wagon — One  new  hind  axle, 
two  new  rubber  tires  and  wagon  repainted. 

Water  Tower  No.  2 — One  new  hind  wheel,  one  Hart  Water 
Tower  pipe,  one  Schneider  shut-off,  one  electrical 
ground  connection. 

Harness — Two  new  steel  collars. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  iC. 

Fire  Boat — Electric  stern  light. 

Hull  of  boat  scraped  and  painted. 
Engine — Two  cushioned  seats  in  engine  room. 

35  feet  8  inches  of  discharge  pipe  on  pumps  renewed. 

Boiler  pipes  and  coal  bunkers  painted. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  17. 


Hose  Wagons — Repainted  and  overhauled. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  iS. 


Hose  Wagons — Four  new  tires  on  wheels. 
Engine — One  new  tobasco  heater. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  19. 


Hose  Wagons — Two  wheels  repaired. 
Engine — Two  wheels  repaired. 
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ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  22. 


Hose  Wagons — One  new  combination  hose  wagon  complete. 
Harness — Five  new  sets  of  harness. 

Five  new  steel  collars. 

One  new  steel  collar  in  reserve. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  1. 


Truck — Two  new  rear  wheels. 
One  Browder  life  net. 
One  electric  ground  connection. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  3. 

Truck — Two  new  side  springs. 

Four  clips. 

One  hound  bar. 

Four  wheels. 

General  overhauling  and 

Two  new  tires. 

One  Browder  life  net. 

One  electrical  ground  connection. 
Harness— Three  steel  horse  collars. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  4. 

Truck — New  thirty-five  foot  ladder. 
All  springs  reset. 
New  cross-bar  on  three-way  rig. 
New  roof  ladder,  ten  foot. 

New  rail  and  nine  new  rounds  put  in  thirty-five  foot 
ladder. 
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One  Browder  life  net. 

One  electric  ground  connection. 
Water  Tower  No.  i — One  Schneider  shut  off. 
Chief  Engineer's  Wagon — Four  new  rubber  tires. 

New  top. 

Body  overhauled. 

Entire  wagon  varnished. 
Telegraph  Wagon — New  cover  for  top. 

General  overhauling  and  painting. 

New  collar. 

New  breast-strap. 
Harness — One  set  of  three-way  driving  lines. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  5. 


Truck — Ground  connections  for  electric  wires. 
All  the  bank  and  side  ladders  painted. 
New  tires  on  four  truck  wheels. 
One  Browder  life  net. 
One  Schneider  hose  shut  off. 
One  electric  cut  loose  trip. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  6. 


Truck — One  Browder  life  net. 

One  electric  ground  connection. 
Sixth  District  Engineer's  Wagon — General  overhauling. 

Two  rubber  tires. 

Wagon  repainted. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  7. 


New  brake  put  on  front  wheels  of  No.  7  hook-and-ladder. 
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HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  n. 


Yuck — One  Browder  life  net. 

One  electric  ground  connection, 
'bird  District  Engineer's  Wagon — Two  new  perch  poles. 

New  cross  bar. 

Repaired  and  varnished. 

Four  new  rubber  tires, 
larness — One  new  saddle  complete. 

Two  new  breechings. 

One  pair  of  driving  lines. 
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REPORT 

 OF  THE  

Siprintenoeiit  of  Fire-marm  ummi 

1902. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  /'  ire  Commissioners  : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  infor- 
mation the  following  report  of  the  operation  of  the  Fire 
Alarm  Telegraph  for  the  year  ending-  December  31,  1902. 

The  intelligence,  zeal  and  energy  of  all  connected  with 
this  department  has  been  frequently  exemplified  during  the 
year,  and  should  be  gratifying  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners as  a  result  of  their  liberal  and  comprehensive 
administration  of  authority  in  this  important  branch  of  the 
service. 

The  prompt  arrangement  of  the  force  on  the  occasion  of 
the  severe  storms  July  3rd  and  20th,  and  the  energetic  efforts 
to  restore  the  apparatus,  inside  and  out,  to  effective  service 
was  especially  commendable,  considering  the  amount  of 
damage  that  resulted,  and  the  subsequent  minor  interrup- 
tions to  circuits  speedily  removed,  enables  me  to  offer  my 
congratulations  that  your  methods  of  administration  have 
developed  a  corps  of  operators  and  linemen  worthy  of 
perfect  confidence  and  esteem. 

The  outside  work  done  during  the  year  has  not  as  yet  been 
subject  to  such  tests  as  would  fully  demonstrate  the  improve- 
ment in  our  overhead  construction,  but  a  comparison  of 
"  trouble  "  on  fire  alarm  circuits,  and  the  lines  of  telegraph 
and  telephone  companies  in  the  same  locality  during  the 
sleet  storms  of  December  13th  and  14th,  fully  justifies  the 
expense  of  reconstruction  covered  by  the  work  of  this  year. 
While  the  department  had  but  two  breaks  in  the  section 
referred  to,  where  we  have  13  circuits,  one  of  the  telegraph 
companies  reported  10  breaks  on  one  line. 
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During  the  year  we  have  renewed  229  poles  that  were 
found  to  be  unsafe,  in  addition  to  the  renewal  of  12  miles  of 
line  by  the  telephone  companies  using  the  rights-of-way  of 
the  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  (under  the  authority  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners^.  Eighty  miles  of  wire,  including 
i2  miles  used  to  repair  the  circuits  damaged  by  storms  of 
July  3rd  and  20th,  was  used  in  this  renewal,  distributed  in 
different  seetions  of  the  city,  materially  improving  the  cir- 
cuits, and  adding  to  our  confidence  in  being  prepared  for 
effective  service  at  all  times. 

Covered  wire  has  been  used  in  all  this  work.  The  number 
of  interruptions  on  account  of  crosses  with  other  wires  has 
been  reduced  to  a  minimum,  and  the  danger  that  constantly 
threatened  the  linemen  in  the  performance  of  their  duties 
materially  lessened. 

The  completion  of  the  plans  of  the  Electrical  Commission 
for  the  occupation  of  the  conduits  by  the  several  electrical 
interests  will  enable  this  department  to  remove  a  number  of 
poles  upon  which  privileges  have  been  granted  these  com- 
panies. Our  work  the  past  year  has  anticipated  this  situation, 
and  we  are  prepared  to  place  two  or  more  circuits  in  the 
completed  subway  when  authorized  to  do  so. 

The  underground  service  continues  satisfactory.  Improved 
bonding  of  the  cables  carrying  high  potential  currents  has 
eliminated  the  effects  of  leakage  from  these  conductors  to  a 
minimum.  Some  slight  trouble  from  this  source,  and  one 
case  of  defective  armor,  caused  by  the  action  of  the  materials 
of  the  ducts  on  Lombard  street,  near  Wolfe,  are  all  that  I 
have  to  report  on  this  subject.  The  interruptions  were  slight 
and  of  such  brief  duration  that  no  part  of  the  equipment  was 
rendered  unserviceable  at  any  time. 

The  machinery,  including  the  engine  house  gongs,  while 
not  of  the  latest  design,  is  in  condition  for  good  service,  with 
the  exception  of  the  visual  recorder  and  the  annunciator 
drops  in  the  Central  office,  which  are  constantly  out  of  order, 
and  some  of  the  large  gongs  that  show  the  effect  of  long  use. 
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The  storage  battery  installed  in  June  has  given  perfect 
satisfaction  and  materially  improved  the  service  of  the  alarm 
box  circuits.  The  current  is  steady,  and  no  change  in  ad- 
justment has  been  necessary  on  account  of  variations  in 
temperature  or  humidity. 

Repairs  being  made  in  engine  houses  has  enabled  the 
department  to  thoroughly  renew  the  electric  lighting  instal- 
lation in  these  places.  The  wiring  in  Nos.  3  and  14  Engine 
Houses  has  been  entirely  renewed,  substituting  modern 
methods  for  the  style  previously  adopted.  Some  minor 
changes  have  been  made  in  other  houses  with  advantage  to 
the  service  both  in  utility  and  appearance.  The  work  was 
done  under  the  supervision  of  this  department  in  a  manner 
to  secure  the  approval  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

The  new  trips  have  been  placed  in  all  the  houses,  and  are 
an  advantage  in  that  this  part  of  the  equipment  is  now 
uniform  and  the  simplicity  of  the  instrument  itself  is  a 
recommendation. 

Six  new  fire  alarm  boxes  were  put  in  service  during  the 
year,  located  as  follows  : 

No.  529 — Hollins  and  Parkin  streets. 

No.  544 — Columbia  avenue  and  Gunpowder  street. 

No.  539 — Mount  Clare  shops. 

No.  594 — Reisterstown  road  and  Kate  avenue. 

No.  744 — Brady  avenue  and  Valley  street. 

No.  718 — Fairview  and  Callaway  avenues. 

The  Municipal  Telephone  Exchange  continues  to  give 
satisfaction  to  the  several  departments  for  whose  conveni- 
ence this  service  was  installed. 

The  frequent  inquiries  regarding  location  and  extent  of 
fires  from  persons  not  connected  with  the  department  threat- 
ens some  embarrassment  to  the  operating  force,  who  are 
anxious  that  the  importance  of  proper  attention  to  their 
regular  duties  at  such  times  will  not  be  considered  dis- 
courteous by  those  using  the  Municipal  Exchange  for  the 
information  desired. 
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The  public  fails  to  appreciate  the  important  details  of  the 
operators'  duty  during"  a  fire,  and  the  increasing  number  of 
telephone  calls  after  a  second  or  third  alarm  may  possibly  at 
some  time  cause  an  operator  to  neglect  an  important  signal 
from  the  officer  in  command  of  the  force  on  the  fire  ground. 
When  time  allows,  the  main  telephone  exchanges  are  given 
important  details  of  extensive  fires 

[  have  completed  an  inventory  of  the  routes  occupied  by 
the  wires  of  the  department,  both  underground  and  over- 
head, and  expect  in  the  near  future  to  have  an  accurate  map 
of  the  entire  system. 


That  Fire  Alarm  Box  Circuits  9,  10  and  24  be  placed  under 
ground  from  Fremont  street  to  Gil m or  street  and  Frederick 
road. 

The  substitution  of  insulated  for  the  bare  wire  in  all  cir- 
cuits as  far  as  the  appropriation  for  the  year  will  allow. 

A  modern  annunciator  system  for  the  unsatisfactory  ar- 
rangement in  use. 

A  new  recording  instrument  that  will  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  secure  a  reliable  record  of  all  signals. 

A  notice  to  the  public  that  no  information  regarding  a  fire 
will  be  given  by  the  operators  of  the  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph 


R  EC'OM  M  EN  D  ATIONS. 


Office. 


EMPLOYEES. 


C.  C.  Prince.... 
H.  C.  Martin... 
W.  E.  Shuter.. 
W.  F.  Gettrust 

S.  E.  Smith  

R.  V.  Waters... 
J.  N.  Smith.... 


Telegraph  Operator. 
Telegraph  Operator. 
Telegraph  Operator. 
Telegraph  Operator. 
Telegraph  Operator. 


Acting  Telegraph  Operator. 


Chief  Lineman. 
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Robert  Kain  Assistant  Line  num. 

T.  W.  Glass  Assistant  Lineman. 

J.  W.  Anderson  Assistant  Lineman. 

N.  C.  Wolfe  Assistant  Lineman. 

M.  j.  Dean  Telephone  Operator. 

John  M.  Kerr  Telephone  Operator. 


For  the  many  evidences  of  your  consideration,  I  trust  my 
efforts  to  deserve  your  confidence  is  the  most  proper  ac- 
knowledgment. 

To  the  Chief  Engineer  and  his  assistants  my  thanks  are 
due  for  frequent  and  generous  courtesies.  And  to  the  force 
of  operators  and  linemen  I  desire  to  express  my  obligations 
for  that  zeal  and  intelligence  through  which  the  successful 
work  of  this  department  has  been  accomplished. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  YEAKLE, 

Superintendent. 
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REPORT. 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Baltimore,  January  i,  1904. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Coimcil  of  Baltimore: 

Gentlemen:  The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  have  the 
honor  to  submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  Baltimore. 

Exhibits  are  herewith  submitted  showing  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1903;  also  es- 
timate of  the  financial  requirements  of  the  Department  for 
the  year  1904. 

The  record  of  fires  for  1903  shows  1,522  alarms  of  all 
kinds. 

The  losses  for  the  year  (December  excepted),  so  far  as  can 
be  ascertained,  amounted  to  $670,614.61. 

The  apparatus  of  the  Department  is  in  the  best  possible 
condition,  representing  all  that  is  best  in  modern  fire  fighting 
machinery.  A  close  and  intelligent  surveillance  of  the 
equipment  is  maintained  at  all  times,  and  necessary  repairs 
or  suggested  improvements,  looking  to  increased  efficiency, 
are  made  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  Taken  as  a  whole  or 
severally,  the  apparatus  of  the  Department  will  compare 
favorably  with  that  of  any  other  department  in  the  country, 
either  in  point  of  efficiency,  general  condition  or  appearance. 

The  attention  of  your  Honorable  Body  is  most  respectfully 
invited  to  the  reports  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Telegraph.  The  recommendations  contained 
therein  look  to  the  betterment  of  the  service,  and  have  the 
endorsement  and  approbation  of  this  Board. 
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The  necessity  of  the  Department  being  supplied  with  ad- 
ditional equipment,  such  as  set  forth  in  the  recommendations 
of  the  Chief  Engineer,  the  wisdom  of  which  has  been  fully 
demonstrated,  is  imperative. 

The  Board  desires  to  most  respectfully  renew  their  recom- 
mendations in  regard  to  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Department  being  increased  in  accordance  with 
those  paid  in  other  large  cities  of  similar  size;  also  their  rec- 
ommendation relative  to  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Telegraph,  telegraph  operators  and  pro- 
bationers. 

The  Board  respectfully  recommends  the  introduction  of  an 
ordinance  to  the  effect  that  all  theatres  be  compelled  to  have 
a  fire-alarm  box  installed  on  the  stage,  as  well  as  a  detail  of 
firemen  at  each  performance,  the  same  to  be  paid  by  the  par- 
ties requiring  such. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Chief  Engineer,  Superin- 
tendent of  Telegraph,  the  clerical  force  and  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Department  generally,  the  Board  is  indebted  for 
their  untiring  devotion  to  the  best  interest  of  the  service  at 
any  and  all  times. 

Respectfully, 

George  W.  Gail,  Jr., 

President, 
Edward  M.  Parrish, 
A.  Roszel  Cathcart. 
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ESTIMATE  FOR  1904. 

Salaries   #407,760  00 

Apparatus,  engines,  trucks,  etc   $  6,000  00 

Apparatus  repairs   12,000  00 

Accident   3,000  00 

Feed   23,000  00 

Fuel   6,000  00 

Furniture   1,500  00 

Harness    1,250  00 

Horseshoeing   5,300  00 

Hose   4,000  00 

Horses   4,000  00 

Wharf  rent   600  00 

Electricity  and  gas   2,500  00 

Insurance   2,500  00 

Washing   3,500  00 

Sick    4,600  00 

Pensioners   11,000  00 

Cable  for  subways   3,000  00 

Fire-alarm  boxes   660  00 

Office  expenses   1,000  00 

Miscellaneous   6,500  00 

Storeroom   6,500  00 

  114,410  00 

1522,170  00 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Amount  appropriated  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  out  of  the 
general  levy,  1903: 

Department  salaries  and  expenses   $500,970  00 

No.  24  Engine  Company   20,300  00 

No.  25  Engine  Company   18,580  00 


$539,850  00 


Amount  drawn  from  the  City  Comptroller,  as  follows: 

Department  salaries  and  expenses   $500,666  04 

No.  24  Engine  Company   19,849  13 

No.  25  Engine  Company   18,580  00 


539»095  17 
$      754  83 
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GENERAL,  STATEMENT. 

Amount  drawn  from  the  City  Comptroller,  account  gen- 
eral appropriation   $539, °95  l7 

Amount  received  from  sale  of  old  material   2,322  36 

$541,417  53 

Expenditures,  account  of  Department   $539,095  17 

Amount  paid  City  Comptroller   2,322  36 

$541,417  53 


EXPENDITURES,  1903. 

Salaries   1386,256  04 

Apparatus   $  5.989  47 

Apparatus  repairs   6,284  25 

Accident   1,719  62 

Feed   21,885  84 

Fuel    8,841  82 

Furniture   2,665  x5 

Harness   700  80 

Horseshoeing   4,725  25 

Hose   4,240  00 

Horses   4,080  00 

Wharf  rent   600  00 

Electricity  and  gas   1,879  05 

Office  expenses   832  23 

Life  insurance   2,565  00 

Miscellaneous   9,9°7  06 

Washing   3, 168  00 

Pensioners   11,166  24 

Sick   4,260  25 

Fire-alarm  Telegraph  Department   13,036  27 

Storeroom   4,873  7°  < 

Fire-alarm  boxes   990  00 

 114,410  00 

Salaries — No.  24  Engine  Company   4,849  13 

Equipment — No.  24  Engine  Company   15,000  00 

Salaries  and  equipment — No.  25  Engine  Company   18,580  00 


$539>°95  17 
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COMPANY  EXPENDITURES,  1903. 


No.    1  Engine  Company   $  12,043  25 

2             "    12,484  57 

**      3             "    12,127  20 

"     4             "    12,465  41 

'*     5             "    ".406  58 

"     6             "    12,566  71 

7             "    12,191  94 

"     8             "    13,479  81 

"     9             "    12,868  41 

"    10  "   12,000  25 

"    11             n    11,782  33 

"    12             H    11,289  97 

M    13             "    12,414  18 

"    14             "    n»38i  50 

"    15             M    24,713  70 

"16             "    14,252  69 

"    17             "    12,070  03 

"    18             '*   12,335  81 

"    19             "    12,013  11 

M    20              u    12,082  39 

"    21              *'    12,232  54 

11    22              "    12,996  46 

"    23              "    11,520  14 

"    24             "    19,849  J3 

25             "    18,580  00 

No.    1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company   11,303  76 

"     2          "                 "    n,336  86 

"     3          11                 "    11,664  81 

"     4          "                 "    12,631  34 

5          "                 u    16,288  79 

V  6          11                 "    12,142  73 

7         "                 "    6,211  13 

"     8         "                 "    5,277  77 

V  9         "                 "    4,745  26 

11    10         M                 "    12,120  57 

11    11          '*                 "    12,393  81 

No.    1  Chemical  Engine  Company   3,033  56 

"     2        "                   "    2,906  44 

"     3        •«                   "    2,860  24 

Commissioners   3,000  00 

Officers   15,572  63 

Fire-alarm  Telegraph  Department   34,645  70 

Miscellaneous   3,955  76 

Office  expenses   891  49 

Pensioners   11,166  24 

Storeroom   5, 491  J7 

Reserve   6,307  oo 


 1539,095  17 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Account 

Appropriation. 

Expenditures. 

Department  

1500,970  00 

$500,666  04 

20,300  00 

19,849  13 

No.  25  Engine  Company 

18,580  00 

18,580  00 

Balance  undrawn   $754  83 


REVENUE. 

Sale  of  old  material  


$2,322  36 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  ENGINEER. 


1903. 


R  E  PO  RT. 


Office  of  the  Chief  Engineer 


Baltimore,  January  i,  1904. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  An- 
nual Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  it  being  the  Forty-fifth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Paid  Department. 


The  number  of  alarms  and  fires  attended  were  as  follows: 
Box  alarms,  952;  silent  or  verbal  alarms,  421;  also  special 
alarms,  which  were  for  fires  extinguished  by  others  than 
members  of  the  Department,  but  inspected  in  order  to  see 
that  they  had  been  entirely  extinguished,  149;  making  a 
total  of  1,522  alarms  and  fires  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
Department  had  been  called. 

As  compared  with  1902,  there  was  a  decrease  of  25  alarms. 

The  fires  for  the  year  were  classified  as  follows:  In  brick, 
stone  or  iron  buildings,  1,262;  in  wooden  buildings,  122; 
fires  in  other  than  buildings,  82;  false  alarms,  56;  making  a 
total  of  1,522. 


FIRES. 


LOSSES  FOR  I903. 


January  . 
February 
March  


$  27,055  20 
3i,4oi  73 
24,302  85 

•  15,618  59 
26,134  47 
81,833  72 

3i,459  43 
8,248  77 
.  209,276  69 
22,182  95 
17,630  59 


April  

May  

June   

July  

August  

September 
October  .... 
November 
December 


1670,614  61 
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APPARATUS. 

The  apparatus  both  in  service  and  in  reserve  are  in  the 
best  of  condition. 

APPARATUS  PLACED  IN  SERVICE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

One  first-size  La  France  fire  engine  placed  in  service  at 
No.  7  Engine  Company,  one#first-size  La  France  fire  engine 
placed  in  service  at  No.  9  Engine  Company,  and  one  first-size 
Hayes  aerial  truck  placed  in  service  at  No.  5  Hook  and  Lad- 
der Company. 

No.  23  Engine  Company  was  placed  in  active  service  at 
their  respective  quarters,  Saratoga  street,  near  Howard,  on 
December  r,  1903.  No.  25  Engine  Company  will  be  placed 
in  service  on  or  about  January  13,  1904,  at  their  respective 
quarters,  McCulloh  and  Gold  streets.  No.  24  Engine  Com- 
pany will  be  placed  in  service  on  or  about  June  15,  1904. 

HORSES. 

There  are  at  present  a  total  of  209  horses  in  service  of  the 
Department.  Of  this  number  167  are  assigned  to  the  several 
companies;  22  are  assigned  for  use  of  officers  and  the  Fire 
Alarm  Telegraph  Department,  20  being  held  in  reserve. 
Thirty-seven  horses  have  been  purchased  during  the  year, 
13  being  condemned  and  disposed  of  as  unfit  for  further  ser- 
vice; 6  died  from  sickness  and  injuries.  One  hundred  and 
eighty-six  cases  of  sickness  and  injuries,  covering  a  period  of 
2,403  days'  treatment,  were  attended  at  Department  hospital. 

FIRE  HYDRANTS. 

During  the  year  30  fire  hydrants  were  erected,  making  a 
total  number  of  2,733  hydrants  in  service. 
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WILLIAM  C.  STALLINGS, 
PILOT. 


Died  April  26,  1903. 


Had  been  an  active  member  of  the  De 
partment  for  nearly  twelve  years. 


REPORT  Otf  THE 


CHRISTIAN  J.  WEBER, 
PROBATIONER. 


Died  March  13th,  1903. 


Had  been  an  active  member  of  the  De- 
partment for  little  over  a  year. 
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R  ECOM  M  E  N I )  ATI  ON, S . 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following  Engine  Com- 
panies located  in  the  vicinity  of — 

Central  avenue  and  Fayette  street. 
Leadenhall  and  West  streets. 
Cathedral  and  Preston  streets. 
Pratt  and  Greene  streets. 

Aisquith  and  Oliver  streets  (quarters  No.  5  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company). 

Caroline  street  and  Eastern  avenue. 
Guilford  avenue  and  Preston  street. 
Gay  and  Second  streets.* 
Charles  and  Barnet  streets. 
Hanover  and  Cross  streets. 
North  and  Fulton  avenues. 
Frederick  road  and  Garrison  avenue. 

York  road,  Waverly,  (quarters  No.  7  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company). 

Reisterstown  road  and  Kate  avenue. 

Truck  Companies  located  in  the  vicinity  of — 

Pratt  and  Carey  streets. 

Central  avenue  and  Fayette  street. 

Calvert  and  Read  streets. 

Patterson  Park  avenue  and  Biddle  street. 

No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  transferred  from  its 
present  location  to  the  vicinity  of  Gay  and  Second  streets. 

The  installation  of  a  Second-size  Truck  at  quarters  of  No. 
7  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  York  Road,  Waverly. 

The  Combination  Truck  at  quarters  of  No.  7  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company,  York  road,  Waverly,  transferred  to  quar- 
ters of  No.  1  Chemical  Engine  Company,  Homestead. 

The  installation  of  a  Fireboat  in  the  vicinity  of  the  foot  of 
Covington  street. 

Several  times  during  the  past  year  the  importance  of  hav- 
ing the  above  companies  placed  in  service  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  has  been  made  manifest. 
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The  equipping  of  all  hose  wagons  with  rubber  tires. 

The  increase  of  probationers'  salary  to  $600  per  annum. 

Herewith  submitted  as  part  of  my  report  are  tables  relative 
to  the  work  of  the  several  companies,  record  of  large  fire^ 
casualties,  etc. 

The  harmony  that  exists  among  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  uniformed  force,  and  the  work  performed  by  them 
at  fires  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  is  deserving  of 
the  highest  commendation  and  praise. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  to  your  Honorable  Body 
my  thanks  for  your  cordial  support. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  office  force  for  the  prompt  manner  in 
which  the  clerical  work  of  the  Department  is  performed. 

I  desire  to  extend  my  appreciation  to  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Fire  Insurance  Salvage  Corps  for  assistance 
rendered  by  them. 

I  desire  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Police  Department  for 
the  able  manner  in  which  they  have  assisted  this  Department 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  W.  Horton, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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HOOK  AND  LADDER  TRUCKS  I  NT  SERVICE 


COMPANY.  DESCRIPTION. 


No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 
<«  2 

"    3  "  " 

"  4  " 

"  5 ' 

"    6  "  " 

M       ?  «  « 

ti   8  «.  « 

g    9  "  "  " 

"  10  "  "       "  V 

H  11  "  "       "  " 


1  first-size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 
1    "  " 

1  second-size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 
1  first-size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 
1    "  " 
1    "  " 

1  combination  Holloway  truck. 

1  "  "  " 

1  second-size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 

1       "       "       "         "  " 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  TRUCKS  IN  RESERVE. 

3  first-size  Hayes  aerial  trucks. 
1  second-size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 

CHEMICAL  ENGINES  IN  SERVICE. 

COMPANY.  DESCRIPTION. 

No.  I  Chemical  Company  1  double-tank  50-gallon  Holloway  Chemi- 
cal Engine. 

No.  2  Chemical  Company  1  double-tank  60-gallon  Holloway  Chemi- 
cal Engine. 

No.  3  Chemical  Company  1  Bank  Ladder  Truck. 


CHEMICAL  ENGINES  IN  RESERVE. 


I  double  50-gallon  Holloway  Chemical  Engine. 
1  double  85-gallon  Holloway  Chemical  Engine. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


HOSE. 


COMPANIES. 


II 

g  | 
O  W 


§1 


T3 
U  H 

o  <u 

*  p 
o  o 


i 

01 


o  > 


No.   i  Engine  Company. 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
io 
ii 

12 

13 
14 
15 
16 

17 
18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 

5 
7 


Feet. 

900 
1,000 

500 
1,000 


Hook  and  Ladder. 


500 
300 
500 
500 


400 
200 
600 
300 


1,000 
400 


900 


1  Chemical. 
2 


Feet. 
3.45o 
3»35o 
3.5oo 
3,600 
3.000 
3,500 
2,750 
3,ooo 
3,300 
3,3oo 
3,000 
3,500 
3,050 
3,100 
3,800 

i,575 
2,700 

2,950 
3,7oo 
3,600 
3,200 
2,800 
2,95o 


Feet. 

Feet. 

1,250 

250 

650 

100 

200 

100 

55o 

250 

50 

50 

350 

35o 

800 

200 

200 

200 

50 

450 

100 

100 

450 

50 

200 

100 

800 

100 

100 

1,300 

50 

50 

500 

200 

50 

50 

1,600  1 
700 


250 


Feet. 
250 
250 
525 
300 
250 
400 
200 
250 
250 
250 
250 
3°o 


250 
500 
200 
200 
250 
250 
250 
3°o 
200 
200 
250 
250 
3°o 
200 
250 
250 
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MANUAL  FORCE  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 


OFFICERS. 

Chief  Engineer   1 

District  Engineers    6 

Superintendent    1 

  8 

ENGINE  COMPANIES. 

No.  i  Engine  Company   11 

"    2             *?    12 

"    3             "    11 

"    4             "    12 

"    5             "    11 

)'*.    6             "    12 

"    7             "    11 

"    8             "    11 

"    9             "    11 

"  10             "    11 

M  11             "    11 

"  12             "    11 

,k  13             "    11 

"  14             "    11 

"  15             "    21 

"  16             "    12 

"  17             "    12 

"  18             "    12 

"  19             "    12 

"  20             "    12 

"  21             "    12 

"  22             "    12 

"  23             "    12 

"  24      12 

"  25             11    12 

  298 

HOOK    AND  LADDER  COMPANIES. 

No.    i  Hook  and  Ladder  Company   11 

M      2          "                  "      11 

"     3          "                 "    12 

"     4          "                 "    12 

"     5         "                 "    12 

"     6         "                 *'    12 

"     7         "                "    5 

"     8         »                 "    5 

"     9                           44    5 

"    10         "                 «'    12 

"    11          "                 u    12 


  109 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


CHEMICAL  ENGINE  COMPANIES. 

No.  i  Chemical  Engine  Company     3 

"    2  "    3 

"    3        "  "    3 

  9 

Probationary  firemen    20 

Total  active  membership  of  the  Department   444 

Disabled  members  pensioned   28 

Total  membership   472 

SALARIES  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS. 

Per  Annum. 

i  Chief  Engineer   $2,500  00 

6  District  Engineers,  each   1,400  00 

1  Superintendent  of  Machinery   1,400  00 

33  Captains  of  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each  1,100  00 

34  Lieutenants  of  engine  and  hook  and  ladders  companies, 

each   1,000  00 

25  Euginemeu   1,100  00 

27  Assistant  Enginemeu,  each   900  00 

16  Tillermen  of  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each   900  00 

32  Hostlers  of  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each  900  00 

3  Captains  of  chemical  engine  companies,  each   900  00 

3  Captains  of  combination  hook  and  ladder  companies, 

each   900  00 

3  Hostlers  of  chemical  engine  companies,  each   800  00 

3  Hostlers  of  combination  hook  and  ladder  companies, 

each   800  00 

169  Pipemen,  each   800  00 

63  Laddermen,  each   800  00 

2  Pilots  on  fireboat,  each  ,   1,000  00 

3  Stokers  on  fireboat,  each   800  00 

20  Probationary  firemen,  each   500  00 


444  Officers  and  members. 


KIRK  DEPARTMENT. 
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PENSION  ROLL. 

Name.  Position  at  Time  Amount  of 

of  Retirement.                        Annual  Pension. 

G.  W.  Ellender  District  Engineer   $400  00 

W.  M.  Dunn  District  Engineer   400  00 

J.  H.  Hay  ward  Captain    400  00 

W.  G.  Miller  Captain   400  00 

T.  H.  Humphreys  Engineman    400  00 

Michael  Lycett  Engineman    550  00 

Samuel  Stansbury  Engineman   550  00 

J.W.Blake  Tillerman   40000 

James  Gill  Tillerman   450  00 

John  J.  Purcell  Tillerman    450  00 

John  Wernsing  Hostler   400  00 

J.  F.  Peerce  Hostler   450  00 

Henry  Murphy  Hostler   450  00 

J.  R.  Battee                          Callman   400  00 

William  Gordon  Callman   400  00 ' 

J.  H.  Gildea  Callman   400  00 

L.  Pistel                               Callman   400  00 

G.  H.  Little  Pipeman   400  00 

Solomon  Uhlfelder  Pipeman   400  00 

J.  J.  McGraw....   Pipeman   400  00 

Charles  A.  Soistman  Pipeman   400  00 

G.  B.  Chapman  Pipeman   400  00 

Philip  Bowen                        Pipeman   400  00 

H.  E.  Curry  Ladderman   400  00 

J.  T.  Elliott  Ladderman   400  00 

R.  M.  Brown  Ladderman   400  00 

William  White  Ladderman   400  00 

Charles  E.  Brown  Ladderman   400  00 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


NUMBER  OF  BOXES  TO  WHICH  COMPANIES  ARE  ASSIGNED 
TO  RESPOND. 


Companies. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


i  Engine  Company   82 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 
18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 

1  Chemical  Engine  Company. 

2  "  "  " 
3 


5 

a 

a 

H 

u 

03 

< 

< 

p 

< 

en 

0 

CJ 

M 

O 

1» 

CO 

H 

H 

82 

127 

104 

11  1 

0*0 

84 

67 

61 

214 

60 

86 

q8 

244 

102 

140 

101 

141 
040 

62 

09 

40 

l66 

64 

141 

78 

28l 

wo 

128 

Q7 

y/ 

29O 

64 

104 

4Q 

217 

81 

7T 

oy 

211 

s8 

76 
70 

7  T 

20S 

^6 
0 

46 

IO 

92 

41 

I  e: 

89 

7Q 

62 

4Q 

I  GO 

s6 

24 

l8 

q8 

117 
Ao/ 

I IO 

86 

111 
000 

40 

A 

4 

4Q 

l6 

IO 

10 

36 

77 

"2Q 

47 

l6l 

0 

64 

41 

47 

IS4 

2Q 

I  1 

16 

S8 

T4 
A4 

6 

A 

4 

24 
*4 

l6 

■7 
0 

I 

20 

^8 

104 

I  IO 

272 

Q7 

22 

214 

153 

I05 

70 

328 

80 

■JO 

0U 

T  1 

A0 

T21 
A^0 

66 

87 

90 

243 

63 

77 

31 

171 

60 

38 

7 

105 

22 

9 

31 

17 

17 

34 

14 

1 

15 

54 

40 

37 

131 

36 

53 

26 

151 

24 

2 

26 

29 

36 

65 

*7 

17 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
SERVICE  OF  COMPANIES  AT  FIRES. 


Hook  and  Ladder 
Companies. 


No 


Hook  &  Lad  lor  Co 


140 
189 
190 

147 
128 

155 
36 
17 
27 

118 
96 


Work 
ing 
Time. 


I  Irs  Mm 


50 


3,050  10 
700  5 
  12 


33 

224 

4,704 

216 

6 

23 

288 

6,164 

1S9 

14 

22 

217 

5.425 

124 

35 

14 

139 

3.475 

128 

40 

49 

1 27 

2,659 

82 

32 

80 

95 

•i,773 

108 

30 

5 

22 

418 

26 

20 

18 

296 

15 

45 

7 

32 

800 

32 

10 

42 

9i 

1,414 

53 

45 

49 

108 

2,600 

241 

40 

SERVICE  OF  COMPANIES  AT  FIRES. 


Chemical  Engines. 

3nde'. 

}ferre«t. 

V 
cn 

cn 

Extinguisl.ers 
Used. 

V 

P 

s 

TlMK    A  WAY 
FROM 

Quarters. 

Resp< 

Trail* 

Tank 

Hrs. 

Min. 

No.  1  Chemical  Company 

11     2  i< 

35 
55 
14 

7 

22 

50 
45 

40 

26 

40 
26 

U  3 

6 

21 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


NUMBER  OF  FIRES  AND  LOSSES  EACH  YEAR  SINCE  THE 
ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  PAID  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Year.                                         Number  of  Fires.  Losses. 

1859   98    $    350,000  OO 

1860   112    310,000  OO 

1861   115    6o,000  OO 

1862   130    83,000  OO 

1863   I38    120,482  33 

1864   143    163,528  49 

1865   163    71.358  9° 

1866   178    181,115  OO 

1867   193    293,045  00 

1868   145    76,244  75 

1869   187   ,   398,259  09 

1870   203    432,717  °7 

1871   226    475, 391  00 

1872   245    300,000  00 

1873   265    892,628  58 

1874   384    506,826  15 

1875   348    608,351  30 

1876   332    563.248  78 

1877   420    438,715  57 

1878   371    162,312  78 

1879   306    193.654  54 

1880   343    580,290  09 

1881   324    454,773  35 

1882   358    330,H3  84 

1883   399    561,520  00 

1884   388    617,871  79 

1885   474    441,743  06 

1886   430    896,527  12 

1887   496    1,162,359  26 

1888   602    1,272,478  82 

1889   545    477,329  07 

1890   594    441,152  65 

1891    676    650,009  73 

1892   795    839,435  77 

1893   829    1,153,129  76 

1894   831    542,188  29 

1895   816    73o,75i  11 

1896   985    423,062  79 

1897   1,110    572,497  39 

1898                                     ...  1,375    861,114  77 

1899   1,309    438,583  38 

1900   1,458    1,084,471  84 

1901   1,498    1,499,119  90 

1902   1,547    681,968  89 

1903   1,522       (Estimated)...  .  670,614  61 

The  total  loss  by  fires  in  forty-five  years  has  been   $24,062,985  71 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
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SUMMARY  OF  FIRES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1903. 


trict. 

Hstrict. 

strict. 

•istrict. 

trict. 

strict. 

MONTH. 

H 

« 

to 

s 

Q 

.a 

s 

5 

CO 

a 
0 

T3 
Ih 

I 

.d 

CO 
CU 

a 

.5 

'a 

CO 
Ih 

a 
a; 

0 

■*-> 

M 

O 

V 

Ph 

0 

H 

s 

35 

« 

83 

H 

11 

26 

12 

21 

18 

8 

96 

61 

25 

182 

February   . 

15 

21 

8 

19 

15 

13 

91 

51 

16 

158 

March   

7 

9 

10 

9 

12 

15 

62 

27 

7 

96 

April  

18 

12 

8 

15 

9 

7 

69 

28 

12 

109 

May   

11 

23 

9 

16 

12 

7 

78 

30 

5 

113 

June  

7 

3 

6 

14 

12 

53 

25 

4 

82 

July  

16 

16 

11 

18 

7 

13 

81 

24 

14 

129 

August  

12 

16 

8 

12 

2 

8 

58 

23 

9 

90 

September  

9 

15 

8 

12 

11 

10 

65 

27 

7 

99 

13 

*9 

9 

21 

19 

17 

98 

30 

10 

138 

8 

20 

15 

23 

9 

10 

85 

28 

15 

128 

19 

27 

21 

22 

20 

7 

116 

57 

25 

198 

146 

215 

122 

194 

148 

127 

952 

421 

149 

1,522 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


FIRES  INVESTIGATED  BY  MEMBERS  OF  DEPARTMENT  AND 

WHICH   WERE  EXTINGUISHED  BY  POLICE  AND 
CITIZENS. 

No.    i  Engine  Company   7 

"     2  "    5 

"     3  "   

"     4  "    4 

"     5  '«    11 

M     6    10 

"     7  "    2 

'*     8  "    5 

"     9  "    3 

"    10  "    4 

11    11  "    5 

«■    12  "   

"    13  "    5 

"    14  "   

11    15  "    6 

"    16  "    8 

"    17  "   

"    18  "    4 


"  20  "   

11  21  "   

M  22  "    IO 

M  23  "   

"  24  "   

"  25  N   

No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company   1 

"  2  "  11   

"  3  "  11    4 


5  "  "   1   9 

6  "  "    4 

M     7  M  "    4 

"     8  M  "   


"    10          "                 "    10 

"    11          "                 11    11 

No.   1  Chemical  Company   1 

M     2               "    2 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  DIFFERENT  CAUSES  OF  FIRES  AND 
ALARMS  DURING  1903. 

Accidental  discharge  of  pistol   1 

Alcohol  lamp   5 

Accidental   1 

Burning  soot  in  chimney   120 

Bursting  of  a  starching  machine   1 

Burning  grease    2 

Burning  rubbish   23 

Building  collapsed   1 

Burning  brush   2 

Burning  sulphur   4 

Bonfire   4 

Back  draught  in  chimney     I 

Bursting  hot-water  back   I 

Coal  oil  stove   100 

Coal  oil  lamp   53 

Candle   19 

Cigarette   2 

Curtain  ignited  from  stove   1 

Defective  flue   57 

Disconnected  stovepipe   1 

Defective  steampipe   1 

Defective  bake  oven   1 

Defective  boiler   1 

Electric  wire   29 

Explosion  of  gas  range   1 

False  alarms   57 

Fireworks   9 

Friction  of  machinery   3 

Gasoline  stove   125 

Gasoline  lamp   9 

Gas  jet   53 

Gasoline     54 

Gas  meter   1 

Grease  boiling  over   3 

Gas  pipe   3 

Gas  stove   3 

Gas  radiator   1 

Hot  ashes   18 

Hot  metal   1 

Incendiary     5 


REPORT  OF  THE 


Light  from  stove   i 

Lightning   4 

Lard  boiling  over   i 

Matches   81 

Nicolite  paint  boiling  over   i 

Overheated  stove   46 

Overheated  furnace     10 

Overheated  stovepipe     13 

Overheated  fireplace   2 

Overheated  boiler   2 

Overheated  oven   3 

Overheated  brick  kiln   1 

Overheated  nut  roaster    1 

Painters'  firepot   1 

Purposely  set  on  fire   I 

Pulled  for  preceding  fire   7 

Rekindling  of  previous  fire   2 

Reflection  of  a  coal  oil  stove   2 

Reflection  from  lantern   1 

Steam  pipe   3 

Sparks     48 

Stove  pipe  disconnected   2 

Spontaneous  combustion   8 

Supposed  incendiary   7 

Storm   2 

Smoking  out  mosquitoes     1 

Soldering  pot   1 

Torch   1 

Tinner's  firepot   5 

Tar  boiling  over   2 

Thawing  water  pipe     4 

Unknown     44° 

Unusual  smoke     37 

Unnecessary  alarm   4 
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FIRES  AT  WHICH  THE  LOSS  EXCEEDED  $5,000. 

January  16 — Box  348. — Fire  originated  in  the  incomplete 
four-story  brick  building  on  Oliver  street,  near  Guilford 
avenue,  owned  by  C.  M.  Kemp. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  2.40  A.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  2.48  A.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  5.30  A.M. 

The  services  of  five  engine  and  two  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $5,665.14. 

February  5 — Box  441. — Fire  originated  in  the  four-story 
brick  building  No.  10  N.  Charles  street,  occupied  by  Sadler's 
Business  College  and  others,  as  a  school  and  office  building. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  3.47  A.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  5.27  A.M. 

The  services  of  two  engine  and  two  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $5,616.03. 

February  23 — Box  4. — Fire  originated  in  the  four-story 
brick  building  Nos.  201-209  E.  German  street,  occupied  by 
William  Keizer  and  others,  as  an  office  building. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at 6. 21  P.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  6.31  P.M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  6.32  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  12.40  A.M.,  February  24. 

The  services  of  twelve  engine  and  four  hook  and  ladder 
companies  and  the  water  tower  were  required.  Cause  un- 
known.   Loss  $1 1,201.87. 

March  8 — Box  413. — Fire  originated  in  the  three-story 
brick  building  No.  112  W.  Lexington  street,  occupied  by 
Charles  Land  &  Co.  and  others  as  a  lunch-room  and  ladies' 
coat  factory. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  3.21  A.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  5.09  A.M. 

The  services  of  four  engine  and  one  truck  companies  were 
required.    Cause  unknown,    Loss  $7,606. 
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March  8 — Box  412. — Fire  originated  in  the  five-story  brick 
building  No.  12  Hanover  street,  occupied  by  Kres  &  Kandel 
and  others  as  a  hat  factory. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  4.16  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  4.41  P.M. 

The  services  of  four  engine  and  two  truck  companies  were 
required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $5,424.13. 

April  19 — Box  464. — Fire  originated  in  the  one-story  brick 
building  on  Carey  street,  near  McHenry  street,  occupied  by 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  as  a  blacksmith 
shop. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  1.46  A.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  1.51  A.M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  1.56  A.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  4.02  A.M. 

The  services  of  seven  engine  and  three  hook  and  ladder 
companies  were  required.  Caused  by  defective  electric  wire. 
Loss  $6,500.65. 

May  2 — Box  414. — Fire  originated  in  the  four-story  brick 
building  northwest  corner  of  Baltimore  and  Howard  streets, 
occupied  by  The  Little  Joe  Weisenfeld  Company  as  a  bicycle 
and  hardware  store. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  10.35  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  1.35  A.M.,  May  3. 

The  services  of  five  engine  and  two  truck  companies  were 
required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $13,051 .38. 

Ju?ie  9 — Box  426. — Fire  originated  in  the  two-story  brick 
building  on  Fayette  street,  near  Carrollton  avenue,  occupied 
by  the  congregation  of  St.  Paul's  M.  E.  Church. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  2.29  A.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  2.36  A.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  6.46  A.M. 

The  services  of  six  engine  and  two  truck  companies  were 
required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $12, 109.52. 
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Ju7ie  ii — Box  6. — Fire  originated  in  the  four-story  brick 
building  No.  211  Water  street,  occupied  by  C.  C.  Bartgis  & 
Bro.  as  a  druggists'  supply  house. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  10.24  P.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  10.40  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  11.36  A.M.,  June  12. 

The  services  of  five  engine  and  four  truck  companies  were 
required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $14,106.27. 

June  30 — Box  41. — Fire  originated  in  the  four  story 
brick  building,  No.  106  E.  Baltimore  street,  occupied  by  S. 
W.  Kirk  &  Son  Company  as  a  silverware  factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  9.28  A.M. 

The  general  alarm  was  received  at  9.39  A.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  3.10  P.M. 

The  services  of  eleven  engine  and  four  hook  and  ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause,  explosion  of  gasoline. 
Loss  $50,180.36. 

July  11 — Box  336. — Fire  originated  in  the  unfinished  brick 
and  stone  building  on  Franklin  street,  near  Howard  street,  to 
be  occupied  as  a  theatre;  owned  by  James  L.  Kernan. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  4.52  P.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  4.56  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  7.20  P.M. 

The  services  of  eight  engine  and  four  hook  and  ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause,  gasoline.   Loss  $20,807.42. 

September  75 — Box  583. — Fire  originated  in  the  three- 
story  brick  building,  No.  204-210  Clay  street,  occupied  by 
George  Esselman  Co.  as  a  picture  frame  factory. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  9.46  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  11.54  P.M. 

The  services  of  four  engine  and  two  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $6,1 13.40. 
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September  /g — Box  415  — Fire  originated  in  the  five-story 
iron  and  brick  building  Nos.  332-334  W.  Baltimore  street, 
occupied  by  William  Koch  Importing  Company  as  a  whole- 
sale toy  house. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  6.44  P.M. 

The  general  alarm  was  received  at  6.46  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  7.53  A.M.,  September  20. 

The  services  of  thirteen  engines  and  five  hook  and  ladder 
companies  and  the  water  tower  were  required.  Cause  un- 
known.   Loss  $  . 

September  20 — Box  147. — Fire  originated  in  the  three-story 
brick  building  corner  of  Central  and  Canton  avenues,  occupied 
by  the  Bennett  Pottery  Company  as  a  pottery. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  8.09  P.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  8.18  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  10.25  P.M. 

The  services  of  five  engine  and  two  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $6,491 . 17. 

December  6 — Box  415. — Fire  originated  in  the  six-story 
brick  building  No.  331  W.  Baltimore  street,  occupied  by  the 
Friedenwald  Company  and  others  as  a  printing  establishment. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  6.37  P.M. 

The  general  alarm  was  received  at  6  42  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  1.02  A.M., December  7. 

The  services  of  twelve  engine  and  four  hook  and  ladder 
companies  and  the  water  tower  were  required.  Cause  un- 
known.   Loss  $  . 

Dece??iber  9 — Box  581. — Fire  originated  in  the  four-story 
brick  building  Nos.  408-410  Jasper  street,  occupied  by  the 
Chloride  of  Silver  Dry  Cell  Battery  Company  and  others  as  a 
battery  manufactory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  4.58  A.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  5.02  A.M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  5. n  A.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  9.27  A.M. 
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The  services  of  eleven  engine  and  four  hook  and  ladder 
companies  were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $  . 

December  12 — Box  125. — Fire  originated  in  the  four-story 
brick  building  Nos.  304-306  Spear's  wharf,  occupied  by  the 
Baltimore  Candy  Company  as  a  candy  factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  8.35  P.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  8.42  P.M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  9.21  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  10  A.M.,  December  13. 

The  services  of  thirteen  engine  and  five  hook  and  ladder 
companies  were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $  . 

December  15 — Box  413. — Fire  originated  in  the  seven-story 
brick  building  Nos.  107-111  W.  Fayette  street,  occupied  by 
Gans  Bros.  &  Co.  and  others  as  an  umbrella  factory  and 
carriage  repository. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  7.35  P.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  7.40  P.M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  7.44  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  8.45  A.M.,  December  16. 

The  services  of  thirteen  engine  and  four  hook  and  ladder 
companies  and  the  water  tower  were  required.  Cause  un- 
known.   Loss  $  . 

December  21 — Box  248. — Fire  originated  in  the  three-story 
brick  building  corner  Holliday  and  Centre  streets,  occupied 
by  C.  W.  Dickerson,  receiver  Henry  McShane  Manufacturing 
Company,  as  plumbers'  supplies  manufactory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  12.35  A.M. 
The  second  alarm  was  received  at  12.42  A.M. 
The  third  alarm  was  received  at  12.49  A.M. 

The  services  of  thirteen  engine  and  five  hook  and  ladder 
companies  were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $  . 
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December  23 — Box  173. — Fire  originated  in  the  three-story 
brick  building  No.  241 1  Eastern  avenue,  occupied  by  the 
Maryland  Macaroni  Works  as  a  macaroni  factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  7.45  P.M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  7.51  P.M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  7.56  P.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  10.22  P.M. 

The  services  of  six  engine  and  two  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies were  required.    Cause,  overheated  stove.  L,oss  $  . 

December  27 — Box  158. — Fire  originated  in  the  tugboat 
"Alert,"  in  the  harbor  at  foot  of  Caroline  street,  owned  by 
the  Maryland  Dredging  Company. 

The  alarm  was  received  at  5.26  A.M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  7.18  A.M. 

The  services  of  four  engine  and  one  truck  companies  were 
required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss  $  . 
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FIRES  AT  WHICH  RESCUES  WERE  MADE. 

February  4 — Box  4  at  6.21  P.M. — Five-story  brick  office 
building. 

Charles  E.  Williams,  age  17  years,  whose  escape  had  been 
cut  off  by  flames  and  smoke,  was  rescured  from  the  burning 
building  by  Lieutenant  George  E.  McNeil,  of  No.  1  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company,  by  means  of  a  35-foot  ladder. 

April  30,  ipoj — Box  446  at  12.52  A.M. — Three-story  brick 
store  and  dwelling. 

Miss  T.  E.  Brown,  Miss  Elsie  Schelhaus  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Taylor,  occupants  of  the  building,  whose  escape  had  been 
cut  off  by  flames  and  smoke,  were  taken  from  the  third  floor 
front  room  by  means  of  a  35-foot  ladder  by  Lieutenant  James 
McCarron  and  Ladderman  C.  E.  Donahoo,  who  were  assisted 
by  the  other  members  of  No.  2  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 
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FIRES  WHICH  WERE  ATTENDED  BY  LOSS  OF  LIFE 

Ja?iuary  g — Box  241  at  5.13  P.M. — Agnes  Byron,  age  68 
years,  No.  838  Hillen  street,  was  fatally  burned  to  death; 
caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  coal  oil  stove. 

April  11 — Box  243  at  9.14  A.M. — Harry  Goldstein,  age 
7  years,  No.  626  Stirling  street,  was  fatally  burned,  and  died 
at  St.  Joseph's  Hospital;  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  gasoline 
stove. 

May  21 — Box  464  at  10.21  A.M. — Annie  E.  Fitzmaurice, 
age  32  years,  No.  213  Woodyear  street,  was  fatally  burned  on 
body  and  face,  was  removed  to  the  Franklin  Square  Hospital, 
and  died  at  6.30  P.M. 

September  13 — Silent  at 9.55  A.M. — Martha  McMahon,  age 
60  years,  219  W.  Mulberry  street,  was  fatally  burned  on  body 
while  attempting  to  light  a  fire  with  gasoline,  and  died  at  the 
Maryland  General  Hospital. 

September  2g — Box  326  at  12.53  P-M. — Annie  Robinson, 
colored,  age  3^  years,  1631  Pennsylvania  avenue,  was  suf- 
focated by  smoke,  and  found  under  a  chair  by  members  of 
No.  13  Engine  Company;  caused  by  explosion  of  a  coal  oil 
lamp. 

October  11 — Box  253  at  6.23  P.M. — Mrs.  Emma  Burger, 
age  53  years,  1224  Aisquith  street,  was  burned  to  death  while 
trying  to  extinguish  a  fire  caused  by  the  upsetting  of  a  coal 
oil  stove. 

November  2 — Box  48  at  4.55  P.M. — Mrs.  Laura  Schmidt, 
age  50  years,  No.  219  Bentalou  street,  fatally  burned  on  body, 
and  died  at  8.45  A.M.,  November  3,  after  being  removed  to 
the  Franklin  Square  Hospital;  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a 
gasoline  stove. 
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December  12 — Silent  at  1.30  P.M. — Miss  Ida  Shellinger, 
age  16  years,  No.  1551  N.  Fulton  avenue,  was  fatally  burned 
on  body,  and  died  after  being  removed  to  the  Homeopathic 
Hospital;  caused  by  falling  against  a  coal  oil  stove  in  an 
epileptic  fit. 

December  21 — Box  248  at  12.35  A.M. — Andrew  J.  Byrnes, 
age  66  years,  who  was  employed  as  a  watchman  for  the  Henry 
McShane  Manufacturing  Company,  Holliday  and  Centre 
streets,  was  found  at  9  o'clock  A.M.  by  members  of  No.  4 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 
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REPORT 


-OF  THE 


Superintenilent  of  Fife-maim  Telegraph. 


1903. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Fire  Co?nmissioners: 

Gentlemen — Your  generous  approval  of  my  requisitions 
enables  me  to  present  the  following  satisfactory  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Telegraph  Department  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1903: 

With  the  exception  of  about  ten  miles,  the  overhead  lines 
have  been  reconstructed,  covered  wire  being  substituted  for 
the  bare  wire,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  having  been  in 
use  for  years  was  liable  to  cause  frequent  interruptions  to  the 
service,  that  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  the  Department 
makes  it  our  duty  to,  as  far  as  possible,  prevent. 

The  results  justify  your  liberal  appropriations  to  this  pur- 
pose, swinging  contacts  are  rare,  and  danger  to  the  linemen, 
as  well  as  the  apparatus,  has  been  practically  eliminated. 

All  decayed  and  dangerous  poles  have  been  replaced,  and 
the  lines  generally  are  in  exceptionally  good  condition. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  the  outside  work  done  during 
the  year: 

Renewed  32  poles  which  were  in  a  dangerous  condition, 
and  erected  33  for  extension  of  lines  to  locations  of  new 
boxes. 

100  miles  of  covered  wire  was  substituted  for  bare  wire,  and 
4  miles  used  for  new  boxes. 

2,132  feet  of  cable  was  used  for  new  boxes,  and  1,700  feet 
connecting  Engine  Houses  Nos.  23  and  25. 

1,385  feet  used  for  connecting  individual  gongs,  and  400 
feet  for  renewal  of  a  section  damaged  by  electrolysis. 

All  individual  gongs  have  been  disconnected  from  the 
alarm  circuits,  and  provided  for  by  a  circuit  independent  of 
the  regular  service. 
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The  installation  of  the  storage  battery  for  transmission  of 
alarms  to  engine  houses  has  been  highly  satisfactory  in  pro- 
viding a  current  that  is  easily  kept  uniform,  operating  the 
gongs  without  the  frequent  adjustment  previously  required. 

The  overhead  lines  were  subjected  to  only  one  severe  storm 
during  the  year,  July  12th;  the  northeastern  section  of  the 
city  suffered  from  a  tornado,  which  did  great  damage  to 
property  in  that  neighborhood.  This  Department  was  for- 
tunate in  having  only  six  circuits  open,  the  wires  being 
broken  by  tin  roofs  falling  on  them.  Our  linemen,  with  their 
usual  zeal,  were  soon  at  the  trouble,  and  in  three  hours  had 
restored  communication  so  that  all  boxes  and  engine  houses 
were  in  service. 

Seventeen  new  boxes  were  placed  during  the  year: 

No.  548 — Charles  and  Hill  streets. 

No.  227 — Front  and  Forrest  streets. 

No.  258 — Lanvale  and  Aiken  streets. 

No.  618 — Battery  avenue  and  York  street. 

No.  716 — Calhoun  and  Baker  streets. 

No.  582 — Academy  of  Music. 

No.  129 — Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Company. 

No.  727 — Arundell  Apartment  House. 

No.    69 — Oak  Hill  avenue  and  Twentieth  street. 

No.  691 — Guilford  avenue  and  Twenty-third  street. 

No.  692 — Park  and  Newington  avenues. 

No.  728 — Falls  road  and  Belt  Line  Railroad. 

No.  745 — Ashland  and  Collington  avenues. 

No.  746 — Chase  street  and  Patterson  Park  avenue. 

No.  747 — Hoffman  street  and  Patterson  Park  avenue. 

No.  139 — Block  and  Point  streets. 

No.  595 — No.  25  Engine  House. 

The  electric  light  wiring  in  Engine  Houses  Nos.  9  and  15 
has  been  entirely  renewed  by  employees  of  this  Department, 
the  work  being  done  according  to  plans  embracing  modern 
devices  and  methods,  securing  safety  in  the  use  of  this  form 
of  illumination  and  removing  the  unsightly  and  dangerous 
moulding  from  the  walls  and  ceilings. 
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A  new  device  for  releasing  the  horses  from  the  stalls  on  the 
first  stroke  of  the  gong  has  been  substituted  for  the  bell  crank 
and  wires  formerly  employed  for  this  purpose.  The  plan, 
while  superior  to  the  old  method,  will  require  less  attention 
and  repair,  and  does  not  interfere  with  the  attractive  finish  of 
the  interior  of  the  new  houses.  A  simple  device  for  calling 
the  firemen  and  releasing  the  horses  on  "silent"  alarms  is  a 
part  of  this  installation,  and  adds  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
service. 

The  Municipal  Telephone  Exchange  has  operated  success- 
fully during  the  year,  rendering  valuable  aid  to  the  Depart- 
ment. The  importance  of  an  additional  operator  for  the  tel- 
ephone work,  so  that  the  fire  alarm  operators  may  give  their 
whole  time  to  the  calls  from  the  fire  ground,  has  been  demon- 
strated on  several  occasions  when  fires  have  occurred  during 
the  early  morning  hours.  Calls  for  additional  apparatus,  or 
other  aid  required  by  the  Chief  Engineer  or  his  Assistants, 
must  be  promptly  and  intelligently  handled,  and  nothing 
should  prevent  immediate  response  to  any  signal  transmitted 
from  the  location  of  a  fire. 

The  action  of  the  Board  regarding  responses  to  inquiries  as 
to  location  and  extent  of  fires  has  been  of  much  benefit  to  the 
Department.  Many  of  the  calls  were  from  irresponsible  per- 
sons, prompted  by  curiosity,  and  interfered  seriously  with 
the  duties  of  the  operator.  The  annoyance  from  this  source 
has  been  almost  completely  suppressed,  and  with  much  ad- 
vantage to  the  service. 

The  careful  inspection  of  engine  house  gongs  and  fire 
alarm  boxes  has  secured  reliable  action  of  the  machinery. 
Alarms  from  street  boxes  during  the  year  were  transmitted  to 
the  engine  houses  without  an  error.  Missing  and  double 
strokes  are  rare,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  absolute 
confidence  in  the  machinery  is  acknowledged  by  all  interested 
in  this  detail  of  the  service. 

Some  slight  repairs  to  the  instruments  have  been  neces- 
sary, but  we  have  succeeded  in  keeping  the  apparatus  in 
order  with  the  assistance  of  Baltimore  mechanics. 
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I  beg  leave  to  request  that  the  recommendation  for  restora- 
tion of  the  salaries  of  the  operators  will  be  renewed  by  your 
Honorable  Board.  The  intelligent  and  successful  efforts  of 
these  employees  merit  consideration,  and  while  the  compensa- 
tion they  receive  is  less  than  the  allowance  made  for  similar 
service  in  other  cities,  no  community  enjoys  better  service 
than  that  rendered  by  the  employees  of  this  Department. 

The  four-dial  transmitter  and  storage  battery  switchboard 
contracted  for  will  materially  improve  our  service,  so  that  I 
do  not  anticipate  any  material  expense  will  be  necessary  to 
keep  the  service  fully  up  to  all  it  may  be  called  to  do. 

My  efforts  to  merit  your  confidence  is  the  best  return  I  can 
make  for  the  many  favors  granted  during  the  year,  and  in 
this  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  acknowledge  the  assistance  of 
the  operators  and  linemen,  whose  cheerful  and  prompt  re- 
sponse to  all  calls  is  an  evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  your 
generous  consideration  of  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  YEA.KLE, 
Superintendent  Telegraph, 
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